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New Denocrats and the 1994 El ections
Al From and WII| Marshall

In the 1994 midtermelection, the voters delivered an
enphatic and unequi vocal rebuke to Denocrats as America's
governing party and as the party of governnent. For the
first time in nearly half a century, Republicans won a
majority of the popular vote for the House of
Represent ati ves.

In 1992, the voters sought fundanental change by
el ecting a Denocratic President and a Denocratic Congress.
Last week they rendered their verdict: The Denocrats
delivered politics as usual, not fundanental change.

That is a principal conclusion of the Denpcratic
Leadership Council's (DLC) post-election study of
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i ndependent voters, the crucial swing bloc that holds the
bal ance of power in U S. politics. According to the study,
conducted by pollster Stanley B. G eenberg, independents in
the past two years have come to identify the Denocratic
Party with what they dislike the nost: big government and
the political status quo in Washington

But rather than denying the depth of their defeat,
Denocrats should view the 1994 el ection as liberating. This
el ection ended any illusion that the old New Deal coalition
whi ch cracked three decades ago in Presidential elections,
coul d somehow be put back together. Denocrats, beginning
with President Clinton, are now free to pursue a new course.

The DLC Greenberg study shows where that course |ies.
VWi | e i ndependents were enphatic in their rejection of the
old liberal solutions, they strongly identify with the New
Denocrat approach to governing. For instance, they want to
end wel fare dependency, but not public support for people
struggling to be self-sufficient. They want nore job
training, but not nore governnment bureaucracy. They want
government action to control health care costs and ensure
uni versal coverage, but not nore governnent control over
their health care decisions. The evidence is conclusive that
Denocrats nust enbrace a new substantive and politica
strategy to win these swing voters.

For now, the trend is heading in the wong direction
Based on a nationwi de survey of 1,250 voters, including 750
i ndependents, on Novenber 8 and 9 as well as focus groups in
M chigan and California, the DLC/ Greenberg study anplifies
el ection results that show both President Cinton and
congressi onal Denocrats |osing ground anong i ndependents
since 1992.

In [ast week's election a majority of independents 56
to 44 voted for the Republican candidate for the House.
That's a 20 point swing fromthe 1992 vote for the House,
when i ndependents voted 54 to 46 for the Denocrat.

In 1992, President Clinton won a plurality of
i ndependents (38 percent), conpared to 32 percent for
Presi dent Bush and 30 percent for Ross Perot. But according
to the new study, 54 percent of independents are
di sappointed in President Cinton. Wat's nore, Denocrats
have | ost ground anbng Perot voters, who nake up about a
third of the independent voters today. A DLC\ Greenberg
survey taken 18 nonths ago showed that Perot voters woul d
have split their votes evenly between President Cinton and
Presi dent Bush had Perot not been on the ballot. Last week,
Perot voters by two-to-one supported Republican candi dates
for the House

VWhy has Clinton [ost ground? |Independents are stil
willing to label Clinton as a New Denocrat, but they don't
t hi nk he has governed as one. Despite his efforts to
rei nvent governnent, the independents associate Clinton with
bi g government, exenplified by his abortive health care
plan. Instead of viewing himas the chanpion of the
forgotten middle class, these voters now identify the
President with an agenda for cultural liberalism typified
by his support for gays in the nilitary.

On the other hand, nost independents (outside of the
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Sout h) have not nmade a final judgnent on Bill Clinton's
presidency. And by two-to-one they think he is trying to
nove the country in the right direction. But they question
whet her he's getting the job done. In fact, just half of
these voters think he is noving the country in the right
direction.

VWi | e i ndependents voted decisively against the
Denocrats, there is little evidence that they have enbraced
a Republican agenda. On the contrary, they seemresolutely
non-ideological in their political judgments. Their fickle
attachment to either party suggests we are in for a |ong
period of volatility in national politics. In 1994,

i ndependents swung agai nst Clinton and the Denocrats just as
they deserted Bush and the GOP in 1992. If Newt G ngrich and
the new Republican majority in Congress don't deliver what
they want, the swing bloc is just as liable to turn on them
Moreover, this pattern suggests the Republicans don't have
much time. Bush's ratings fell fromthe stratosphere (nore
than 90 percent approval after the Gulf War) to the cellar
in just 16 nonths; things have gone sour for the Denpcrats
in less than two years. What this neans is that the
Republicans sinply don't have the luxury to engage in the
usual partisan gamesmanshi p, obstruction, and ideol ogica
post uri ng.

The i ndependents notto is, just doit. They are
anti-establishment: They m strust big business as well as
bi g government and want to see the special interest
strangl ehol d on Washi ngton broken. Their anger fastens on
the political class in general: on |obbyists and influence
peddl ers; on arrogant and unresponsive bureaucrats; on
public policy experts who fail to consult the people on
what they want; and, on politicians who sharpen ideol ogi ca
differences to nobilize their respective constituencies
rather than bridging the partisan divide to find comon
solutions to the nation's probl ens.

They are deeply skeptical of big, bureaucratic
governnent and want to see its size and cost reduced. At the
sane time, however, they do not favor a shrunken, passive
government. \What they are |l ooking for is a new kind of
government that hel ps them solve their problenms wthout
overtaxi ng and overregul ating them

The i ndependents are economically insecure. Despite a
growi ng econony, their confidence in the Denpbcrats ability
to make Anmerica prosperous has fallen by 20 points in the
last two years. Especially in the focus groups, independent
voters express deep concern about the breakdown of fanmily
and comunity. On questions of val ues, persona
responsibility, social order, and discipline, the GOP holds
a significant advantage.

The good news in the DLC study is that independents
strongly identify with a New Denocrat agenda. Wil e they
want to cut governnent bureaucracy, they also want
government's help in solving their problens. They strongly
favor welfare reform but their goal is work and
sel f-sufficiency, not punitive neasures that deny our npst
vul nerable fam lies any public assistance. They continue to
back public efforts to control health care costs and assure
uni versal coverage. Their anti-establishment sentinment and
econom ¢ populism mean that they favor policies that enpower
wor kers and entrepreneurs rather than the GOP's traditiona

30of 51



bi as toward bi g busi ness.

How shoul d New Denocrats react to the mdtermelection?
By acting boldly to occupy the vital center of the U S
political debate across a spectrum of key national issues.
Such a strategy will create opportunities to exploit
fissures in the GOP coalition and nudge conservatives to the
hard right.

There is no alternative strategy. If the 1994 mdterm
el ection signalled anything, it was the death of the New
Deal majority and the governing views on which it was based.
For Denocrats to be successful in a new political era, we
must of fer the nation a progressive governing phil osophy
that defines a new center in Anerican politics.

Today's electorate is so alienated frompolitics as
usual that, given a choice between the status quo of speci al
interest liberalismand conservative attenpts to disnantle
that status quo, it will invariably choose the latter. It's
up to New Denpocrats to offer the Anerican people a better
choice a progressive alternative to the brain dead
politics of the left and the right.

This third choice should focus on three overriding
i mperatives:

* Restore the Anerican dream for average working
fam lies. This means ruthlessly cutting unproductive
federal spending that benefits special interests and
investing the savings in further deficit reduction and
innewinitiatives designed to Iift the prospects of
working mddle class famlies. Only by cutting existing
progranms can New Denocrats find the resources necessary
to invest in Anerica's future. Such investments include
substantial tax relief for mddle class famlies with
children and a new G I. bill for American workers
i ntended to enable U.S. workers to prosper in the
i nformati on economy by continuously upgrading their
education and skills.

* Repair the nation's tattered social fabric. It is
critical that New Denocrats reinvent Anerica's social
agenda. The ol d liberal approaches have failed but we
cannot trust the new Republican majority in Congress to
tackl e the problens of poverty, wel fare dependency,
illegitimacy, and crime in a creative and humane way.
New Denocrats offer a new approach that both expands
opportuniti es and denands responsibility; one that
rei nforces mai nstream val ues of work, fanmily, persona
responsi bility, and community. W believe, for exanple,
not in reformng welfare but in replacing it with a
wor k- based system that conbi nes serious work
requi renents with new public supports for people
struggling to find and keep private sector jobs. W
oppose Republican proposals to cut off public supports
for children of mnor nothers as destructive of both
fam |y and opportunity.

* Radi cal | y change governing. New Denocrats shoul d
redoubl e efforts to reinvent the federal bureaucracy,
cut the public workforce and inject choice,
conpetition, and market incentives into the public
sector. However, we also intend to push the debate in a
nore radical direction: toward a dramatic transfer of
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power away from Washington to states, localities,
comunities, and citizens across Anerica. The nost
profound and lasting way to change the politica
culture in Washington is to devol ve power and
responsibility to nore accountable |l evels of government
and to the nediating structures of civil society.

The 1994 midterm el ection closed the book on the New
Deal coalition's |long and honorable role in setting America
on a progressive course. Instead of trying to recreate the
ol d magi c, New Denocrats nmust create a new American agenda
that is responsive to the realities and chall enges of our
time. The new agenda shoul d conbi ne progressive ideas,
mai nst ream val ues, and innovative, non bureaucratic ways of
governing. |If Denocrats can forge this new agenda, they can
also win the vital center of Anerican politics.

* The good news in the DLC study is that
i ndependents strongly identify with a New
Denocr at agenda.

* For Denocrats to be successful in a new political
era, we nust offer the nation a progressive
governi ng phil osophy that defines a new center in
Anmerican politics.

The Revolt Against Politics
Stanl ey B. Greenberg

l. I nt roducti on

Voters this year revolted agai nst Denocratic-dom nated
national politics that seemed corrupt, divisive, and slowto
address the needs of ordinary citizens. |In doing so, they
were voting their disappointment with the spectacle of a
Denocratic President and a Denocratic Congress who prom sed
change but seenmed unable to produce it. Many voted to change
a governnent that spends too much and acconplishes too
little and to shift public discourse away from
bi g- gover nnent sol uti ons.

The result was a political upheaval: Republicans picked
up 52 House seats and eight Senate seats, taking control of
bot h bodi es. No Republican incunbent candi date for governor
t he House, or Senate |lost. Voter rage in 1994 was reserved
for the Denocrats.

Little wonder, then, that the new Republican |eaders
and many pundits have rushed to dramatic concl usi ons about
America's future political course. Representative Newt
G ngrich, R-Ga., the speaker in waiting, called it a
historical tide, not just a partisan election. Senator Bob
Dol e, R Kan., the next najority |leader, told a reporter that
the election represented a vote of no-confidence in the
Cinton agenda, which neans we need to devel op a whol e new
one. I think it has the potential to be a pernmanent
realignnment, said Senator Phil Gramm R-Texas, | think
that realignment can nake us the permanent mgjority party in
t he Congress.

The findings of this survey provide a healthy reality
check in the midst of these apocalyptic interpretations.
Republ i cans took just over half the votes cast 50.5 percent,
to be exact on Novenmber 8, and the Republican majorities in
Congress are narrow. To be sure, the Denpcratic | osses were
dramatic, but the breathtaking quality of the | osses should
not dominate interpretation of the nmeaning and consequences
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of the election. Qur research shows that voters in this

el ection did not express confidence in the Republican Party,
its agenda, or even its view of government. They did not

cl ose the door on the Cinton Presidency or its mssion
They did not vote to eviscerate government; they voted to
reformit.

Anmi dst the Denocratic rubble of 1994, one can see a
New Denocrat approach that ainms to reform governnent to
enpower people. The results of this study suggest that such
an approach woul d have a powerful appeal and could forma
new center in the Denocratic Party and in the country's
political thinking. Wether Denpcrats can regain their
advantage in 1996, or whether Republicans can turn this
el ection into something nore enduring, depends on their
understandi ng of the real lessons in this voter revolt
agai nst politics.

This study is based on a national survey of 1,250
voters conducted Novenber 8-9, immediately after the
election. Its core is an oversanple of 750 independent
voters: They constitute the main focus of the project. These
voters are detached fromthe two national parties, and their
nood and volatility will determne the future course of our
politics.

The survey exanmi ned people's ballot choices, future
agenda, and underlying attitudes about governnent, politics,
and society. Much of this replicates the DLC- sponsored study
of Perot voters in April 1993. To enrich the analysis, we
conducted focus groups with independent voters in Maconb
County, M chigan on Novermber 9 and in Riverside, California
on Novenber 10. The Macomb groups included ol der and nore
downscal e voters (aged 40 to 64, with only two coll ege
graduates), while the Riverside groups were younger and nore
upscal e (aged 30 to 50, all with post-secondary education).

The main findings of this national survey of
i ndependent voters are as follows:

* Voters this year were deternmined to send a nessage
about the state of the country and the state of
their politics both of which were seen to be under
Denocratic control. An extraordinary majority of
56 percent said their vote was a nessage about
their dissatisfaction. They were intent on hol di ng
the current political class accountable for the
failure of politics. Asked what their protest
nessage was about, 45 percent said it was
about politics as usual, 15 percent said about
Congress, and another 15 percent said about Bill
cinton.

* In the focus groups, one hears an electorate
acutely conscious that the Denocrats canme to power
prom sing change. Voters understood that Denocrats
were in charge of both Congress and the
Presi dency, but rather than addressing the
country's problens they had produced only
political turmoil. They believe the country is
still in trouble and little has been done to
i mprove the situation.

* An inportant elenent of their disappointnent and
the outcone of this election was a feeling that
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government spends too much and wastes taxpayers
dol lars: Nineteen percent said the ness in

Washi ngton is big governnment and spendi ng. For the
majority of independents who felt disappointed
about Clinton, the biggest reason cited was his
dependence on bi g-governnment sol utions,
particularly in health care. The concern about
Cinton and bi g-governnent solutions was
particularly marked anmong key swi ng groups, such
as Perot voters and those who shifted toward the
Republ i cans this year

The el ectorate, particularly independent voters,
wants to support a national party that uses
government to enpower people, not one that is
indifferent to their struggles and not one that
substitutes its judgment and will for the
people's. By 66 to 19 percent, the electorate
prefers a New Denpcrat who believes governnent
shoul d hel p peopl e equip thensel ves to solve their
own problens to a Traditional Denocrat who
bel i eves governnent can sol ve probl ens and protect
peopl e from adversity. The New Denopcrat approach
al so doni nates a Republican approach that believes
government shoul d | eave people alone to solve
their own problens (by 52 to 38 percent overall).

Only a minority of independent voters went to the
polls specifically to make a statenent about Bil
Clinton and his Presidency. This el ection was not
about the 1996 Presidential race. Only 8 percent
said the ness in Washington is about Bill dinton
and only 15 percent said their nessage was about
Bill dinton.

At |l east as striking as the disappointnent are
peopl e's respect and hope for the President: By 64
to 32 percent, they say he has tried to nove the
country in the right direction, not in the wong
direction ; by 73 to 22 percent, they reject the
idea that he is a failed President, instead
saying, it is too early to tell ; by 68 to 30
percent, they are still hopeful that Cinton can
succeed, rejecting the notion that they have
given up on Cinton.

VWiile Bill Cinton was not personally the dom nant
issue in the election, feelings about himhad an

i nportant inpact on segnents of the electorate
that shifted sharply Republican

Perot voters contributed powerfully to the
Republ i can gains by turning their revolt against
politics into a revolt against Denocrats and
governnent and to some extent Cinton

The voters who stayed hone were nostly younger and
non- col | ege educated; they | eaned strongly
Dermocratic but remmi ned di sengaged | argely because
of their anbival ence about the President.

The intense polarization of Republicans agai nst
Clinton and the Denocrats |ikely produced a nore
uni f orm Republican vote at the congressional |eve
than in previous years.

Sout hern voters, and particularly Southern

i ndependents, turned agai nst the Denocratic Party
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and the President: By two-to-one, these
i ndependents thought Clinton was taking the
country in the wong direction

* The results of the 1994 el ecti on were produced by
a coll apse of confidence in the Denpcratic Party
mat chi ng the Republican collapse of 1988-92. But
in fact both national parties are in trouble.
Feel i ngs about the Republican Party are virtually
unchanged since its 1992 defeat. The 1994 el ection
was not a vote of confidence.

* Peopl e are deeply torn over the proper role and
nature of government. Only 24 percent of the
i ndependents say they are | ooking for a governnent
that is smaller, costs |less, and does |ess.
I nstead, they want a government that belongs to
the people rather than to special interests (54
percent) and that delivers services nore
efficiently and | ess expensively (50 percent).

1. Politics As Usual: 1994

Voters were determ ned to send a nmessage about the
state of the country and the state of politics both of which
were seen to be under Denocratic control. Mre than
two-thirds of the independent voters said they believed the
country was on the wong track, and an extraordi nary
majority of 56 percent said their vote sent a nmessage of
di ssatisfaction. That was particularly true of voters who
defected this year fromthe Denpcrats (based on their voting
hi story) and from Ross Perot to vote Republican for Congress
this year: Mrre than 70 percent of these voters said they
were sendi ng such a nessage.

The protest message centered, above all, on the nature
of our politics. People believe that the national politica
worl d under Denocratic |eadership has become tangled in
parti san bickering, and that gridlock blocks action on
behal f of the country. Voters see an arrogant politica
systemw th entrenched, prosperous politicians who respond
to special interests rather than to the people who el ected
them When asked to describe the ness in Washington, nearly
a mpjority of the independent voters (48 percent) nention
this corrupt political world. Wen asked what their protest
nessage was about, 45 percent said it was about politics as
usual ; another 15 percent said Congress ; another 15
percent said Bill Clinton. (See Tables 1 and 2 on the
next page.)

In the focus groups, voters describe a political scene
in which politicians are all out there for the dollar and
not to hel p us. They are all out for thenselves.
Politicians aren't for people anynore, they are in it for
the nmoney-nmaking. A California wonan remarked: They are
living the high Iife and playing with all these nunbers and
nost everybody is living paycheck to paycheck and trying to
clothe their kids and these are the issues. They are up
there playing and partying and all this other crap. In
Washi ngt on, DC one man observed: The | obbyist with the nost
noney gets the answer take the |obbyists out, then your
Senate and your Congress is going to listen to who el ected
t hem

In the focus groups, one hears an el ectorate acutely
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conscious that the Denocrats cane to power prom sing change.
Vot ers understood that Denpcrats were in charge of both
Congress and the Presidency and that, rather than addressing
the country's problens, they produced only politica

turmoil. They believe the country is still in trouble and
few steps have been taken to inprove the situation. People
believe their famlies are still just holding on. The voters
as illustrated in the followi ng quotes that were taken from
focus group participants were intent on sending a nessage
about politics and the Denbcrats. They were intent on using
their vote to hold the current political class accountable
for the failure of politics.

Focus group of women in Warren, M chigan

| don't even know what to change but we need somet hing
changed.

No, we're not getting anywhere. We're at a standstill or
it's getting worse. It's not getting any better

The Denocrats have been in there for a long tine. They've
had the majority rule. They haven't gotten anything done.

G ve sonebody el se a chance and see how they do. And if they
don't, then we can throw them out and put the Denobcrats back
in.

They've had the majority vote and they haven't done enough
G ve the Republicans a chance.

Wel |, change because they're just unhappy with present
conditions. | don't know what's worse, gridlock or the

m xture because then they fight agai nst each other so you
don't get anything done anyway.

They can't pass anything. Look at this health bill that's
been going on for two years. That's all you hear about. It's
like a stal emate.

Focus group of nen in Warren, M chigan

They don't listen to the people and then they wonder why
they're thrown out. | think that this last election is a
perfect exanple of it, yesterday, where nmasses were thrown
out of office because they're not listening to what the
people are telling them The message is, wait a mnute,
start listening to people. Listen or |eave. Listen to the
public.

I don't know if there was a nmessage as nmuch as there's just
a deep sense of anger. People are just upset, they don't
know how to change things and so they re going to do it in
the only way that they know how, and that's to renpve some
people. | think essentially that what they re saying is,
listen to our interests and be accountable to us.

To me, | was just tired of what there was and need a change.
It was the only legitimte change we have.

Focus group of wormen in Riverside, California:

Clinton had a Denocratic Congress and still couldn't get
anyt hing done. If things don't get done that the public
wants, you will not be re-elected.

We want a change and we want results, and we will elect the
people that we think will get it done, and the Denbcrats
aren't getting it done so we didn't elect them

We want change, and we expect nore fromour rulers.

90of 51



Focus group of nen in Riverside, California:

It was like a Ni ke comercial. Just doit. Do it now, do
it quickly, just do it. Enough is enough, just do it.
I've been so disgusted with things, | haven't really tried

to be a part of the whole thing. | think the people want to
be heard. And they want the government to take us seriously
about what we want.

| put down disenchantnent, desire for change, mad as hell,
qui et desperation

| put down that we just don't like the way things are, and
the direction of the country or the state is headed. And
think the vote wasn't a vote of confidence in any way for
anyone. It was just, well, maybe sonebody different can do a
better job.

I'm seeing the partisan government that you re always

sayi ng, the Denocratic President and the Republican
Congress, they can't get together. Well, we had a Denocr at
with a Denocrat, and nothing happened. So | say, it's gone.

It doesn't work. | don't even think a Republican President
with a Republican Congress can do anyt hing.
| guess there's a |lot nore people that went, Well, this

isn'"t going to work. Let's just throw all the Republicans in
there and give that a shot.

| don't knowif it said anything positive about the
Republican Party. But it's definitely a disenchantnment wth
t he status quo.

For the nost part, these responses |acked any greater
specificity. This was a revolt against a politics that
failed to neet people's hopes. Close to the surface,
however, is a subtext about a governnent that spends too
much and wastes taxpayers dollars: Nineteen percent said the
mess in Washington is big governnent and spendi ng (conpared
with 48 percent who said corrupt politics). Indeed, we shal
see later that voters placed a high priority on the new
Congress cutting spending. For many of these voters,
spendi ng has becone pork driven nore by politics
t han by genuine public need. In the focus group discussions,
voters showed they were upset with a governnent indifferent
to the meani ng of noney in tough tinmes.

Warren, M chigan, wonen:

I think that the bill-makers are making bills with too nuch,
they' |l say that this bill should be this way but they tack
on so much. If you want this subject, but you have to take
so much with it that you don't want.

Warren, M chigan, men:

We don't want the governnent to tell us what's good for us.
We don't want to drift into socialism and | think that's
the way that the current Admi nistration appeared yesterday,
was trying to push us into a socialistic country | think we
re an i ndependent spirit and we don't want to be part of a
bi g group.

I think they want to reduce the spending and stop giving it
all away. Every tine they re in another country, face it,

put mllions of dollars over there but they re not doing
anything to repair a city or assist with the inner structure
of the city or anything like that. But they'll drop $200
mllion over in Haiti or Israel or Hungary or Czechosl ovaki a
when people down here, | think they re tired of that.
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Ri verside, California, wonen:
I think that people are fed up with the deficit and thinking

that we are spending nore and nore and not seeing any
results.

Ri verside, California, nen:

Primarily, | agree with what a |ot of the people say the
nessage was, that we re going too far left and becom ng
socialists, | think. And that we re being taxed into the
ground. | think that is the case. But | think the people
that are in Washington are there to, | mean, if you | ook at
the way things happen, it's |'Il go along with your program

if you go along with mne. And everybody can go honme happy
and bring home the pork.

The Denocrats in 1994 were associated with governnent,
as one can see in the perceptual nap, which illustrates how
peopl e think about various institutions and individuals.
Governnment is on the Denocratic side of the map, taking on a
nore Denocratic character: This reflects a considerable
change in the last year and a half. (See Figure 1
Per ceptual Map, on page 19.)

The voters protest took its toll on Denocrats and
President Clinton because they were associated with
unrefornmed national politics that nost people believed had
failed to nove our country forward. However, only a minority
of independent voters went to the polls specifically to make

a statenent about Bill Cinton and his Presidency. This
el ection was not about the 1996 Presidential election. Only
8 percent said the nmess in Washington is about Bill dinton

whil e 15 percent said their vote was sending a nessage about
cinton.

We asked those i ndependent voters who actually voted
Novenber 8 to describe characteristics of the candi dates

t hey supported for Congress.

*

Vot ers who supported a Denocratic candi date were nore
likely to say that the candi date would do a good job
(46 percent) and represent the ordinary person (43
percent). Only one in five (22 percent) described their
candi date as supportive of Bill dinton

Vot ers who supported a Republican candi date were much
nore likely to say that the candi date supported big
change in Washington (33 percent). They were al so
focused on candi dates who would cut the deficit (29
percent) and taxes (27 percent). Only 19 percent said
they voted for a candi date who opposes the President.

Voters who shifted to support a Republican candi date
were nore likely to say that the candidate supports big
change in Washington (35 percent) and favors tax cuts
(28 percent). Just 14 percent of these shifters said
they voted for a candi date opposed to Clinton

(Shifters were voters with a Denpcratic voting history
or 1992 Perot voters who supported Republicans for
Congress in 1994.)
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Overall, an equal number of independents descri bed
their congressional choice as for or against the President
(14 to 12 percent, respectively).

In the focus groups, independent voters revolting
agai nst politics declined the easy connection with Bil
Clinton. One bloc said the election was a vote of
no-confidence. Clinton canme in with sone big ideas, sort
of Iike what everybody's |abeled now as the New Denocr at
and basically did an about-face. The election would stop
sonme of his ideas from going through. Another faction
t hought there was a message for Cdinton, though conditional
One of the California independents remarked, | think it
says that the vast mpjority of the people do not agree
with what he is attenpting to do, but then inmediately
qualified the conclusion: He has attenpted to reduce the
budget so there have been sone positive neasures to sl ow
down government, but | don't think whoever would be in there
woul d be getting a positive nod because it's not going to
happen fast enough. Another voter observed, | think they
gave hima reality check. Probably the |argest bloc
separated this protest fromddinton. Many sinply insisted
that Clinton was not running and that this was not about

him Sonme went further: | ampersonally quite satisfied
with dinton. | was too. | didn't vote straight
Denocratic, but it's not because | didn't like Bill Clinton

| don't think it was a big nessage.
I, Bill dinton: Unfinished Judgnent

The bl eak el ection results are not matched by equally
cl ear judgnents about the President. These key independent
voters have m xed feelings about Bill Cinton, though, at
the sane tine, they are clearly open to a successful Cdinton
Presi dency. Overall, 52 percent of the independents and the
total electorate say they approve of how Bill Clinton is
handling his job as President. There are clearly two sides
to the Cinton story.

A majority of these independents (55 percent) say they
have felt disappointed about Bill Clinton since he took
office in 1993; nore than one-third of Denbcrats expressed
such di sappoi ntment. The sense of disappoi ntment anong
i ndependents centers on two principal areas of doubt:

1. Clinton has proposed bi g-governnent sol utions,
particularly health care (48 percent of those with
doubt s) .

2. Clinton has pursued a |liberal agenda, |ike gays in the

mlitary (46 percent).

The associ ation with big-governnment solutions and
cultural liberalismformthe first tier of doubts expressed
by about half of the doubters and about a quarter of al
i ndependents. In the focus groups, voters thought of Cinton
as |eaning towards governnent, which in all the groups was
i medi ately associated with his attenpt to change the health
care system (For sone of the nen who did not attend
col l ege, the issue was al so associated with gun control.)
The second tier of disappointnments include these responses:
Clinton always being in trouble (38 percent of
those with doubts), and Cdinton not being strong enough to
break gridlock (37 percent). Less inportant were concerns
about a liberal agenda focused on taxes (29 percent), too
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many foreign policy problems (29 percent), and insufficient
attention to the econony (29 percent) or ordinary workers
(28 percent).

The concern about Clinton and bi g-governnent sol utions
was particularly marked for all groups that helped turn this
el ection for the Republicans: independents in the M dwest
(52 percent) and the South (51 percent); independents who
voted (51 percent, conpared with 36 percent for those who
did not); those who voted Republican for Congress (55
percent); Perot voters (51 percent); those sending a nessage
(52 percent); and shifters (56 percent). In al nmost every
case, the anti-governnment sentinment was al nost 10
poi nts higher than the next highest doubt.

Openness to Bill dinton

But at |east as striking as the di sappointnents are
peopl e's hopes for the President. Though these independent
voters gave a plurality to Republican candidates in 1994 (48
to 42 percent), they give Bill Cinton a lot of credit for
what he is trying to acconplish. (See Figure 2, |npression
of Clinton, on page 20.) Conmentators may be in the mddle
of burying Bill Cinton, but independent voters renmmin open

* By 46 to 45 percent, they say Bill Cinton is
novi ng the country in the right direction, not in
the wrong direction

* By 64 to 32 percent, they say he has tried to nove
the country in the right direction, not in the
wrong direction

* By 59 to 35 percent, they say he is trying to
change t he Washi ngton establishnent, and is not
part of it.

* By 73 to 22 percent, they reject the idea that he
is a failed President, instead saying, it is too

early to tell.

* By 68 to 30 percent, they are still hopeful that
Clinton can succeed, rejecting the notion that
t hey have given up on Cinton

VWi le many of the men in the focus groups doubted that
he can do it saying there are too many people pulling his
strings nost of the participants were sticking with him

They think he's trying hard. I want himto succeed. Two
years isn't a lot of tinme. If you give up on him you give
up on the United States. |In California, the exchanges were

m xed but with the sane positive tilt:

| haven't given up on himany nore than | gave up on the
rest of them

I amstill hopeful

| don't know. | am sort of hopeful

|'ve given up.

| just think it's a lost cause just think he's going to slam
up against the wall big tine.

I"mstill hopeful. He has his work cut out for him

The President's Inpact on the Election

VWiile Bill dinton was not the dom nant issue in the
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el ection, feelings about him had an inmportant inpact on
segnent s
of the electorate that shifted sharply Republican

First, there are the Perot voters. They constitute 16
percent of the total electorate and 26 percent of the
i ndependents. They contributed powerfully to the Republican
gains by turning their revolt against politics into a revolt
agai nst Denocrats and governnment and to some extent Cinton
Since the DLC Greenberg study of Perot voters in April 1993,
this critical swing segment of the electorate has turned
deci dedly nore negative. Negative assessnents of Clinton's
j ob performance have clinbed 16 points to a di sapprova
rating of 56 percent. Clinton's personal favorability or
t hermoneter score has declined from49 to 38 degrees. Perot
voters, already deeply skeptical about governnent, have
become nore intent in their belief that governnent always
manages to nmess things up : Eighty-one percent now hol d that
view, a rise of nine points in a year and a half.

Consequently, Perot voters this year turned sharply
away fromthe Denocrats. In April, the Denbcrats had a
slightly nore positive imge (by 2 degrees) than the
Republ i cans. Now t he Republicans are favored by 6 degrees
over the Denpbcrats. And Perot voters voted by two-to-one for
t he Republican candidates for Congress, 59 to 33 percent.

Second, Denocrats | ost ground because of the
conposition of those who went to the polls in this off-year
election. In this survey, voters said they cast their |ot
with the Republicans by 10 points (note that this figure is
hi gher than the actual vote), but the non-voting el ectorate
(peopl e who participate in Presidential elections but stayed
hone this year) would have supported the Denocrats by 12
poi nts. Anong independents, a six-point Republican advantage
slipped to just one point anbng non-voters.

So there is sone truth to the notion that
Denocratically inclined voters were nore apt to stay hone,
but these voters are not so nuch a part of what's generally
considered the party's base as they are part of the
broader, denoralized, downscal e segments of the Denpcratic
coalition. Just 14 percent of the non-voters were
African- Anerican, and just 15 percent were froma
uni on househol d. But nore than half (56 percent) were
younger than 50 and non-col | ege graduates, conpared with 31
percent of those who had voted. These non-voters | ean
strongly Denocratic by 22 points in their 1992 Presidenti al
vote preference and by 10 points in their local voting yet
this year they seened anbival ent about Bill Cinton. Just 48
percent of the non-voters gave Clinton positive marks,
conpared to 53 percent of the voters. Doubts about Clinton's
success in nmoving the country forward may wel |l have kept
many Denocratically inclined, downscale voters fromtaking
part in the off-year elections. (The CNN USA Today/ Gal | up
Survey confirmed the sane pattern for the whole el ectorate.
Non-voters were substantially nore downscale particularly
non- col | ege educated wonen, who were nore Denocratic by five
points in their congressional voting intention yet somewhat
| ess approving of the President.)

Third, the intense polarization of the Republican
el ectorate against Clinton and the Denocrats probably
produced a nore uniform Republican vote at the congressiona
[ evel than in previous years. Republican voters were al npst
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uni formy disapproving of Clinton (70 percent job

di sapproval ), and 51 percent strongly disapproved of him
This may expl ain why Republicans cast only 6 percent of
their votes for Denocratic congressional candidates this
year. (In contrast, 18 percent of Denocrats voted for the
Republ i can candidate this year.) |In conventional off-year
el ections since 1986, 20 to 23 percent of Republicans have
voted for Denocratic candidates.

Finally, there is the South. The changes and nood there
are of a different order. Here, 62 percent of the
i ndependents said they felt disappointed about the
President. And by two-to-one, these Southern independents
said Cinton was taking the country in the wong direction
and toward big-governnment solutions. The anti-Denocratic
vote in the South may reflect a stronger judgnent about the
Denocratic Party and Bill Clinton

V. Parties in Trouble

A col  apse of confidence in the Denocratic Party
produced the 1994 el ection results nmatching the Republican
col | apse of 1988-92. The nean thernometer score for the
Denocratic Party fell from58.5 in 1992 to 52.5 today with
100 degrees nmeaning a very warm feeling, zero degrees
neani ng very cold, and 50 degrees being neither a warm nor
cold feeling. But one should not |ose sight of the character
of the current partisan reality. Both national parties are
in trouble. After the election, the public in this survey
gave the Republican Party a nean tenperature score of 53.1
degrees. That places the Republicans only a half-degree
above the Denocrats. But feelings about the Republican Party
are virtually unchanged fromthe time of its 1992 defeat,
when its nean tenperature was 51.7 degrees. Indeed, the two
parties stand at a kind of disreputable parity, conpared to
their historic positions.

In the focus groups, these swi ng i ndependents could
barely nuster anything positive to say about the Republican
Party, despite the recent gains. Sonme of the nmen vol unteered
that the Republicans were conservative, but that was
overwhel ned by other inmages that suggest a largely
unreconstructed party:

For the rich

Bi g noney, big business

Conservative, noney, greed

Reagan, peace

Ri cher

Big time business and investnents

For the rich

More military-m nded, unenpl oynment

For bi g businesses

Bi g busi ness

Cut government size, benefits, and taxes and take care of
the big business

It depends on where you are on the econonic | adder

They save for the wealthy in Washington

Favors the weal thy, |arge business-owners

More conservative, listen better to the people

Less governnent invol ved

Hi gh-tech spendi ng progranms

Favors big business, caters to the wealthy who have the
power

Mlitary spending, rich get richer
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Conservative

Reagan, promises, kill your pocketbook

Bi g noney, deficit

Aggr essi ve, conservative

Crinme-fighters, sonetines too conservative

Status quo, tax cuts (but not unless you belong to corporate
Anmeri ca)

The open-ended conments about the Denbcrats were even
nore scathing and the conplinents even nore back-handed:

Money, spending, Cinton

Cinton, working-class

Wor ki ng peopl e, blue-collar, small business

Clinton spending our tax dollars unw sely

Take care of the less fortunate, liberal, health care,
Soci al Security

For the little people, haven't been that successfu

Working to help the little people, but sometimes go too far

Losi ng cl out

They don't have the power

Taxes, benefits

Clinton, disappointed idealists

Kennedy, liberal, spenders

Li beral, for the mnority, give away noney

Li beral, wasteful, unaccountable

Bi g spenders, supposedly for the people

They re out of touch with us

Clinton, Kennedys

Traditionally for the working class

Not in touch with the country

Goodbye

Wast ef ul

Power is not used w sely
Kennedy, left wing, |libera

Good intentions, no fire power
Kennedys, taxes

Too slow, no action

Li beral, hot air, inmmoral

The Denocrats still maintain advantages over the
Republicans in a nunber of inportant areas, including
under standi ng the financial pressures on people and famlies
(18- poi nt advantage, 39 to 21 percent) and trying to make
things better for people (16-point advantage) but those nay
be just renenbrances of better tines. (See Figure 3,
Percepti ons of Denocrats, on page 21.) The Denocrats have
faltered on honoring niddle-class values (8-point advantage
for the Republicans, 36 to 28 percent), which one presunes
is central to any Denocratic Party renewal. |ndeed, the
party is in trouble on the two pressing concerns of our
time: how to make the country prosperous, and how to rebuild
the famly and comunity.

The Republicans now hold a 20-poi nt advantage on
maki ng America prosperous (39 to 19 percent). The
Republ i cans domi nate the val ues debate, from an 18- point
advantage on noral standards, to a 25-point advantage on
havi ng peopl e take greater responsibility, to a 30-point
lead on insisting on nore discipline (45 to 15 percent).
This Denocratic collapse on core concerns is probably
exaggerated by the flush of Republican victory, but the
sense that Denocrats are out of touch at such a fundanental
| evel portends problems for the future.
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This el ection was not decided on the val ues debate, as
al nrost nobody nentioned it as a nessage of the el ection and
few peopl e focused on it when discussing their choice of the
Republ i cans. Voters instead focused on politics and big
government and on an econony that has failed to generalize
its bounty. But nake no nmistake: The country is preoccupied
with the breakdown of fanmily and comunity; this issue
dom nates any discussion of the direction in which the
United States isheading. People see a country, in the words
of one California wonan, in which there is a |ot of
| awl essness going on. There are people with guns. There used
to be but, you know, if sonmebody robbed you they didn't just
turn around and kill you just for the hell of it. For no
reason. A California man observed, Now with the way crine
is and just people, it seens |like they re doing
nore stranger and stranger things | guess there's not enough
things for kids to do. And so many kids are just, the famly
units are breaking down. And the kids are all doing the gang
t hi ng and hangi ng toget her, because that becones kind of
like their fanmilies. That only 15 to 20 percent of the
el ectorate turns to Denpcrats on such concerns | eaves the
party detached fromthe real America at its point of
greatest vulnerability.

V. CGover nment and the New Denpcrat Future
The Rol e of Gover nment

Peopl e turned away frompolitics and governnent in
1994, but what are the |essons for the future about the role
of governnent? The sinple conclusion is that people want
| ess governnment and perhaps that is what the Republicans
wi | | advance. Voters, however, don't see the issue in such
sinmple terns; they are deeply torn about the proper role and
nature of governnent. In this survey, we asked these
i ndependent voters who had just revolted against politics
how t hey woul d change governnent. It becane apparent very
qui ckly that these voters are not |ooking sinmply for a
governnment that is smaller, that costs less, and does |ess.
Only 24 percent of the independents say that is what they
nmean by changing governnment. Instead, voters are | ooking
for a government that belongs to the people and delivers
services nore efficiently and for |ess nmoney. (See Table 3.)

The center of public thinking on the role of government
is not in gutting government, but in reclaimng it for
ordi nary people and naking sure it does the right things,
with | ess bureaucracy and waste.

Though the public clearly wants to cut spending, it has
not
resol ved to sl ow down governnent investnent in education
training, and infrastructure. The anti-governnent nood does
not
nean | ess government per se. It nmeans spendi ng noney
efficiently
and on the right things. Wen asked what should be done with
t he
noney saved from cutting waste and outdated gover nment

spendi ng,

voters opt for a bal anced approach

Reduce the deficit 33
per cent

Cut taxes 9
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per cent

Invest in education, training, and infrastructure 30
per cent
Al'l of these (vol unteered) 20
per cent

In fact, half of those who said cut the deficit or
cut
taxes also said, when asked, that savings should al so be
used
for investing. That suggests that about 70 percent of this
rebel I i ous, independent electorate is open to an investnent
agenda, as long as it is part of a balanced approach that is
al so
reduci ng the deficit and perhaps cutting taxes as well.

New Denocrats: Enpower ment

The disillusionment with Denocrats and turn toward
Republicans in 1994 shoul d not obscure where the center of
t he
country is: nor, indeed, where the center of the Denpbcratic
Party
is. There is little interest in the country in a Traditiona
Denocrat who believes government can sol ve problens and
pr ot ect
people fromadversity. By 66 to 19 percent, the electorate
prefers a New Denocrat who believes governnent should help
peopl e equip thensel ves to solve their own problens. Anpng
t he
swi ng i ndependents, the New Denpcrat approach wins by 71 to
16
percent; even anpong Denocrats, the New Denocrat approach
wi ns out
by 75 to 20 percent. (See Figure 4, New Denpbcrats, on page
22.)

But the New Denocrat approach also dom nates a
Republ i can
approach that believes governnent shoul d | eave peopl e al one
to
solve their own problens (by 52 to 38 percent overall, and
by an
even |larger 52 to 34 percent anopng independents).
One-quarter of
Republ i cans and nearly half of Perot voters are prepared to
br eak
with their own party to support New Denocrats who want to
hel p
peopl e solve their own problems. Voters clearly want a
nati onal
party that uses government to enpower people not one that is
indifferent to their struggles and not one that substitutes
its
judgnent and will for that of the people.

Overall, 56 percent of the electorate described Bil
Cinton
as a New Denocrat ; 37 percent thought of himas a
tradi tional Denbcrat. That suggests a certain openness to
Clinton as he faces the new political situation, even as
many are di sappointed that he has opted for big-governnent
solutions to the country's problens. In the focus groups,
voters were clearly nore tentative about where the President
stood, suggesting that he was still on an inconplete journey
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or in the mdst of an unresolved battle somewhere between
the two approaches:

I think he's nore of a New Denbcrat. But now, if you ask ne
why | see himas a traditional Denpcrat who, when el ected,
prom sed people that he would be a New Denocrat, that he
woul d | ean toward the center, that he would be nore
responsive to the needs of the people, that he would be

basi cally nore m ddl e-of -t he-road, nmore conservative. Then
he broke his prom se.

Yes, a new kind of Denocrat.

I think he is trying to speak for the people, for everybody.
| see himas a wanna- be.

I'"msort of anbivalent about that question. |I don't see him
as one or the other. | think he's a good-intentioned man
that just hasn't been able to put together a coalition of
governnent to be able to inplenent anything.

VI . The Contradictory Agenda

This national survey was conducted over two nights
starting on Election Day. The sane voters who gave
Republ i cans control of the Congress and revolted agai nst
corrupt politics and too nuch government sent nixed signals
about what this new governnent should do. The independent
voters said the new Congress should nmake protecting Medicare
and Social Security their top priority (64 percent ranked it
as their single highest priority, or anong their top few
priorities), followed by cutting governnent spending (60
percent) two goals that are potentially in conflict.

The next tier of priorities included, on the one hand,
cutting the size of the federal bureaucracy (54 percent) and
passi ng a bal anced budget anmendnent (48 percent) while, on
the other, controlling health care costs (52 percent) and
ensuring that everyone has health insurance (49 percent)
again, priorities that could easily collide. The meani ng of
1994 has yet to be resolved am d conpeting priorities in
1995. (See Figure 5, Priorities, on page 23.)

The next tier includes a range from across the
political and policy spectrum tax cuts for the mddle class
(46 percent), expanded job training to raise skills and
productivity (45 percent), welfare reform (44 percent), term
l[imts (44 percent), and linmits on | obbyists (43 percent).
(Limmts on canpai gn spendi ng scored somewhat higher, but
this response was probably exaggerated by the i mediacy of
the el ection canpaign.)

As it was casting its votes, the public was putting a
| ow
priority on policy initiatives inportant to various segnments
of
t he conventional political discourse:

* First, voters placed a very low priority on
critical elenents of the Republicans so-called
Contract with Anerica. A cut in taxes for capita
gai ns was inmportant for only 25 percent of the
i ndependents; the line-itemveto for only 27
percent; and increased defense spending for a
meager 15 percent.

* Second, voters attached sonewhat |ess inportance

to conventional ways of raising incomes, such as
i ncreasing the mni num wage (32 percent) well
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above many of the Contract proposals, but well
bel ow enpower nent proposals such as job training.

* Third, entitlenent reformof the Kerry conm ssion
or Concord coalition type found little support.
Peopl e were open to the idea in the abstract (46
percent), but when it was spelled out as linmts on
Medi care, Social Security, and food stanps, just
28 percent said it should be the highest or anmong
the top few priorities.

Proposals by the DLC to cut tax subsidies currently
used to underwite U S. industries such as agriculture,
m ning, tinber, and aerospace, get a m xed response. A
plurality of 47 percent supports cutting them an inpressive
nunmber given that the debate is so new but hardly a nandate
for taking on such entrenched el enents of the federa
budget. Indeed, after argunents for and agai nst these
subsi dies are presented, support rises to only 49 percent
(53 percent anong independents). The argunents we used
are presented bel ow.

Governnment gives tax breaks and subsidies to a nunber
of industries, like agriculture to support farm ng and the
energy industry to support U 'S. oil production. But these
tax subsidies keep government spending high and give
t axpayer noney to big businesses who use political influence
to protect their position. Elininating tax subsidies would
cut government spendi ng and nake Anerican industry and the
Ameri can economy nore conpetitive. Supporters of these tax
and budget provisions argue that they keep the family farm
alive and allow America to naintain its own donmestic oi
resources.

Wth barely half the el ectorate supportive of such
maj or cuts, this new Congress and the Administration will
clearly face difficult choices when trying to cut outdated
spending that the public in principle supports.

VI, Faci ng the | ndependents

The swi ng i ndependent el ectorate hel ped fuel the voter
revolt of 1994 and thus represents the principal bloc of
voters that Cinton and the Denpcrats nust reach if the
country is to choose a different course in 1996. These
voters, as we have seen, are angry with politics and upset
wi th governnent, but they also remain open to Bill dinton.
These voters still view Clinton as an outsider who is trying
to nove the country in the right direction. They refuse to
cl ose the door on his success, even as they renmain glum
about the state of the country.

But Denocrats and Clinton have a major chall enge ahead
if they are to make inroads into the independent electorate.
These i ndependent voters are nuch closer to the Republicans
than the Denpbcrats on skeptici sm about governnment. (See
Figure 6, Partisan Val ues Conparison, on page 24.) In the
partisan val ues chart, the independents are on the
Republ i can side on issues such as whether public officials
care what people like ne think and whether government
al ways nesses things up. On the attitudinal dinmensions
chart, the independents fall exactly in between the
two parties on the anti-governnment dinension, but that is
deceptive: The anti-governnent dimension includes
m ddl e-cl ass grievances that take the independents much
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closer to the Denocrats. On the anti-governnent questions
al one, the independents | ook very nuch |Iike Republicans.
(See Figure 7, Dinmensions of Voters Consciousness by Party
I dentification, on page 25.)

The independents are closer to the Denocrats on the
secul ar di nension on issues of tol erance, abortion, and
honosexual ity. They are al so very close to the Denbcrats on
the broad anti-establishnent, populist dinmension including
di strust of both corporate and government |eaders. But
Denocrats will run better here only when they have a nore
credi bl e position on government.

The Perot bl oc constitutes an especially perplexing
problem for all those interested in any future race for the
Presidency. There is sone evidence of their becomi ng nore
Republ i can, as discussed earlier, and i ndeed Perot voters
are now much | ess enanored of Ross Perot. His nmean
t her nronet er score anong Perot voters has dropped from 76 to
54 degrees down 22 degrees, exactly double the decline for
Bill Clinton. That suggests the possibility of the
di ssolution of the Perot bloc in favor of the Republicans,
but that m sses the distinctive consciousness of Perot
voters. These voters are even nore anti-governnment than the
Bush voters and Republicans creating the current shift to
the right. (See Figure 8, Dinmensions of Voters Consciousness
by Respondents Vote, on page 26.) But the Perot voters are,
at the sane tinme, intensely anti-establishment, indeed, even
nore anti-establishment and populist than the Cinton voters
and Denocrats. And on the secul ar dimension, they are closer
to the Denpcrats than the Republicans, just as the
Republ i cans are highlighting their strong bonds with the
religious right. Perot voters are not Republicans and remain
| argely unassimilable in the current party world.

But Perot also gets in the way of a yet nore vita
i ndependent bl oc. Anpong the independents, support for a
third, independent political party receives a thernoneter
score of 57 degrees 7 degrees above the nmjor parties. But
by two-to-one, independent voters hold negative views of
Ross Perot (52 to 25 percent). Anong the non-Per ot
i ndependents, Perot is viewed negatively by 61 percent and
positively by only 17 percent. So while Ross Perot opened
the way for a non-party novenent, he is, ironically, the
very person who could well limt the ability of independent
voters to galvanize into a yet nore powerful political force
in the future

The good news in the DLC study is that independents
strongly identify with a New Denocrat agenda. For Denocrats
to be successful in a new political era, we nust offer the
nati on a progressive governing philosophy that defines a new
center in Anerican politics.

Figure 1. Perceptual Mp

Respondents were asked to give a tenperature score (ranging
between 0 and 100 ) to a list of individuals and
institutions with zero neaning very cold and unfavorabl e and
100 neaning very hot and favorable. The relationship between
those responses (i.e., the extent of dissinmlarity) can be
seen graphically on the matrix (statistically, a series of
coordi nates) that fornms a perceptual map in effect, a map
of the independent voters political world.

Figure 2. Inpressions of Cinton
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VWi ch statenent seenms nore true to you?

Figure 3. Perceptions of Denocrats
Woul d the Denpcrats or Republicans do a better job with
[ Net Denocratic Advant age]

Figure 4. New Denocrats
Figure 5. Priorities

Figure 6. Partisan Values Conparison
| ndependents in relation to Denocrats and Republicans

Figure 7. Dinensions of Voters Political Consciousness by
Party ldentification

Figure 8. Dinensions of Voters Political Consciousness by
Respondents Vote in 1992

A Talk with | ndependent Voters
Tom M rga

If the message of Novenmber 8 wasn't Hurray for Newt
what was it?

According to a group of 17 m ddl e-aged i ndependent
voters who net here for a wi de-ranging political discussion
the day after nmidtermelections, it was sinply this: Listen
to us or |eave.

Unfortunately for politicians, these residents of
Maconb County, M chigan the former United Auto
Wor kers-Denocratic Party bastion where the term Reagan
Denocrat was coi ned get vague when pressed for specifics.
Their nessage to Washington is: get things done, be nore
honest, end waste, be less partisan, cut taxes, make ne
happy or else. They have a good idea of what they
don't want (the status quo) but an indistinct notion of
where they want to go. There's no good map to this
m nefi el d.

If President Cinton and his party fail to chart a
course through this electoral no-nman s-land in the next two
years, they re toast. The President's job-disapproval rating
in Mchigan, where he took 44 percent of the vote in 1992,
has skyrocketed to 51 percent; further, 56 percent of
M dwest erners voted for Republicans this year

The anger, disappointment, and deep cynicismthat this
group of suburban Detroit voters expressed over the course
of four hours indicated how tough the party's clinb back to
respectability will be.

The M chigan focus group was one of two assenbl ed for
t he Denocratic Leadership Council by \Wite House pollster
Stanl ey Greenberg as part of a broader study of independents
voting behavior in the Novenmber election. The other focus
group was held in R verside, California. The M chi gan
partici pants (nine wonmen and ei ght men, who net separately)
are all white and range in age from41 to 64; all voted on
Novermber 8. Most haven't conpleted coll ege. Seven voted for
Clinton, five for George Bush, and five for Ross Perot in
1992.
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El ection Was Just Big Anger

According to Don, a 46-year-old econonist who works for
| ocal governnent, the election was just big anger. "The
voters don't know how to change things but they just want
government to listen," he said.

"We don't want governnent telling us what's good for
us," added Herb, a 56-year-old sal esnan. "The
Adm nistration was trying to push socialismdown our throats
and we don't want that."
"We're at a standstill," said Margaret, a 56-year-old
hai rdresser. "People want things done differently. | don't
know what we need, but we need change."

"The Denobcrats have been in there for a long time and
t hey haven't gotten anything done," said Pat, a 50-year-old
honemaker. "G ve soneone el se a chance, and if they don't do
it throw themout."

VWho are the Denocrats in the mnds of these
i ndependents? Stitch the men's responses together and you
get this unflattering portrait: Denocrats are di sappointed
i deal i sts, big-spending |iberals who chanpion the mnority
but never address the needs of the majority. They are the
def enders of Social Security and | abor unions. John Kennedy
is their patron saint.

The wonen's assessnents are sonewhat Kkinder. "Denocrats
stand for blue-collar, working-class people,"” said Rita, 53,
a divorced and unenpl oyed not her of four. But Joan, a
62-year-old wi dow, said "they do too much for the poor."

Pat thinks the party seenms to be treading water, "they're
sl ower than the Republicans to react." Carol, a 52-year-old
honermaker, said the party hasn't been as successful as the
Republ i cans for years. To Maryann, 45, a married nother of
two who works for a tenp service, "Denpcrats get us into
wars. "

The good news for Denocrats is that Republicans offer
precious little to these i ndependents. For a mgjority of
t hese nen and wonen, the GOP stereotype boils down to two
dirty words: Big Business. Mreover, these M chiganders
overwhel m ngly agreed that the election was not a vote of
confidence in Republicanism None of the participants cited
GOP i deas as a cause for the el ection outcone.

Joan: It was good turnout, nothing nore.
Rita: It just shows they re nore powerful.
Gary, a 5l1-year-old conputer instructor: |f the person up

was an incunbent, then they're not voting for them
Gordon, a 42-year-old ex-autoworker who now owns a
construction business: |t says that they re not

as bad as the Denocrats.

Are these voters ready for a third party in Anerican
politics? Probably not.

The wonen are nore open to the idea than the nen,
saying it would bring new ideas and a better balance to
Washi ngt on and break the Denocratic-GOP deadl ock. None,
however, seens truly energized about the prospect. The nen
are far nore skeptical. Don said nothing would change
because people woul d continue to ascend to the presidency on
the basis of popularity rather than nerit. Leonard, a
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59-year-old retiree, noted that a third party would open the
way for a succession of weak presidents who, like Clinton
don't command a majority of voters.

Most of the wonen said they hoped Clinton would turn
his fortunes around, but none expressed confidence that he
woul d. Some were nore concerned about preserving the stature
of the presidency than salvaging this particular President.
Leonard was the only man to give Cinton a chance. The key,
he said, is to nove hard to the right and govern as a
southern Denocrat. This is how Herb assessed the
President's chances: He has no hope at all. He doesn't
represent a single nman sitting in this room He doesn't
represent our values. This is soneone who voted for Cinton
two years ago. Rob, a 46-year-old autoworker, assistant
church pastor, and Bush voter, said he hopes Clinton wll
fail

According to Gordon, the President came in with big
i deas the New Denocrats, he belonged to that party but then
he did an about-face. dinton, he added, got beat up in
the back roonms and cane across as a winp in his
post-el ection press conference. Gordon wasn't the only one
who felt let down. He prom sed he would | ean nore toward
the center and he broke his pronmise, said Don. That was
part of the election. It wasn't pro-Republican as much as it
was anti-Clinton.

The participants were nearly unaninmous in their belief
that the President and the party's only hope is to nove
toward the political center. They re not sure it's going to
happen. The party is trying to go fromtraditional to new
but they're not maki ng nuch progress, Margaret observed.

| really want badly to say that Clinton is a New
Denocrat but he really hasn't made it, added Rose, a
41-year-ol d draftsman

Washi ngton: Fat, Lazy, and Unaccountabl e

These mi ddl e-aged i ndependents are deci dedly
pessim stic about the direction in which the country is
headi ng. The wonen are concerned about crinme, unenpl oynent,
and, above all else, noral decline. The men have no faith
what soever that the election will change things for the
better.

Rose, who is married, said of her five children: You
try to teach themcertain values, but in the society we live
init's like they don't have anything to believe in. Gordon
said the country is nore or |ess stagnant. Republican
rhetoric sounds good, he said, but nothing big is going to
happen.

The biggest problemw th Washington is that they re
all crooks, said Margaret. Added Pat: They re m ndless,
it's too much loyalty to party and not enough to the people.

Ral ph, 41, a single real estate appraiser, observed
that in Washington, it's all about What is it going to cost
us in trades to get our bill through? It's nmade a ness
because the inportant issues don't get addressed. The
econony goes fromhot to cold, but no one is in control

The wonmen don't think nmuch of either Perot or
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conservative tal k-show host Rush Linbaugh; the forner is a
kooky demagogue and the latter nerited only an ugh! The

men | ook nmore kindly on Perot but still think he's too far
out there. They love Rush. Hillary, socialism and
Denocrats come to m nd when they hear the word |iberal ;

they associate conservative wth the South, the
mai nstream | ess governnent, and Republicans.

Most of the participants are pretty sour on all levels
of governnent. Washi ngton conjures up imges of | obbyists,
red tape, $400 hamrers, and control freaks (even so, in the
group nmenmbers mnds the United States is still the world's
best ). When Laurie, a 41-year-old benefits analyst, hears
the word Washington, she envisions a little man standing
in front of the Capitol and he's always whining. Added
Gary, whose small business recently went under: |It's fat,
| azy, and unaccount abl e.

Congress is a big club that works maybe three tines
a year ; Ted Kennedy is its poster boy. Republican Governor
John Engler is synonynobus with state government, which the
women vi ew as benign but which the men agree is alnost as
bad and | azy as Washi ngton. Mst of the wonen and about
hal f of the men | ook favorably on | ocal governnent; the rest
of the men think it's full of political wanna be's claw ng
their way up the electoral food chain.

Social Security is a Religion

Practically all 17 participants |listed spending cuts
and naki ng the bureaucracy do nore for |ess anong their top
three goals for governnent (other popular choices included
tax cuts, termlimts, canpaign-finance reform linmts on
| obbyi ng, and the creation of a national referendum
process). Their unshakable belief in the sanctity of Soci al
Security, however, makes plain that, absent a sea change in
public opinion, any politician who proposes to grant their
wi sh by trinmng benefits isn't going to be in politics for
| ong.

Anything | paid for is mne and you don't ness with
what's mine, said Leonard. 1've got veteran's benefits
can live without, but Social Security is a religion and you
don't nmess with religion. You cut that and you re out of
of fice.

The participants could envision only one good reason
for cutting anyone's entitlements if a beneficiary failed to
t ake advantage of governnent education, training, or simlar
services designed to |lead to self-sufficiency.

Education is the answer, said Herb. |If they don't go
to school, they don't get a check. Entitlenents, Rob added,
have made the nation |azy. There's no other country like it.

VWile all of these voters favor making wel fare a
transitional programthat [eads to work, only two (both of
t hem men) back Republican proposals to scrinp on spending
for training, job placement, and child care and to deny
benefits to teenage nothers.

You re going to give themthe opportunity to work but

no skills to work with, said Rose, who obtained her
drafting skills through a state retraining program after

250f 51



being laid off froma job she had held for 13 years. So you
can go get a job at McDonald's at $4 an hour, and in two
years it's all caught up with you. |In contrast, she
estimated that the state recouped its job-retraining
investment in her after about three years.

At the end of the session, participants were asked to
react to this scenario. It's 1996, and President Cinton has
achi eved the followi ng major goals: He's nmade the
bureaucracy smaller and nore efficient; cut pork-barre
spendi ng; reformed wel fare and reduced the nunber of
reci pients; limted | obbying; cut congressional staffs;
trimmed the deficit; worked for a resurgence of trade; and
invested in prograns that raise the skills, conpetitiveness,
and incomes of all Americans. So, what did they think?

If he did it all, he just got all eight votes in this
room said Leonard, speaking for the men's group
Unfortunately for the President, neither group thought that
scenario likely.

He's a changed man. He wal ks on water.

Imagining this, it's a totally conpl ete turnaround.

| have trouble believing he did any of it. It sounds
i ke Canel ot.

Survey Met hodol ogy
Survey of Voters

Greenberg Research Inc. for the Denpcratic Leadership
Counci| November 8-9, 1994

This is a tel ephone survey as it was conducted on
Novermber 8-9. The sanple included 1250 total voters; 750
I ndependents (weighted to 225 to represent share of nationa
sanpl e), 270 Denocrats, and 255 Republi cans.

FREQUENCY QUESTI ONNAI RE

1. First of all, are you registered to vote at this

address? [IF YES, CONTINUE] [IF NO |I'msorry. |Is there

a registered voter at home | can speak to?
[ REPEAT | NTRODUCTI ON OR TERM NATE]

2. Many people weren't able to vote 2 years ago in the

nati onal election for president between George Bush

Clinton, and Ross Perot. How about you? Were you able to
vote, or for some other reason were you unable to vote?

TOT IND DEM REP

Vot ed 98 97 99 99
I neligible/too young 2 3 1 1
Did not vote [ TERM NATE]
Can't remenber/Don't know [ TERM NATE]
Ref used [ TERM NATE]
3 General |y speaking, do you think of yourself as a

Republ i can, a Denocrat or what?

TOT IND DEM REP
Strong Denocr at 17 0 47 0
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Weak Denocr at 19 0 53 0
Ind - Lean Denocr at 9 29 0 0
| ndependent 9 31 0 0
Ind - Lean Republican 11 36 0 0
Weak Republican 14 0 0 41
Strong Republican 20 0 0 59
(Ot her) [ TERM NATE]
(Don't know / Refused) 2 5 0 0
COMBI NED

Denocr at 45 29 100 0

| ndependent 9 31 0 0

Republ i can 45 36 0 100

4. General Iy speaklng do you think that things in this
country are going in the right direction, or do you fee
t hi ngs have gotten pretty seriously off on the wong
track?
TOT IND DEM REP

Ri ght direction 27 21 40 18
Wong track 64 68 50 76
(Don't know) 9 11 10 6
5. Sone people say there is a ness in Washi ngton. \hat
is
t he bi ggest problem w th Washi ngt on?
[ PROBE FOR SPECI FI CS. WRI TE DOAN RESPONSE VERBATI M ]
I ND

Politicians/ Too much partisan politics/
Parties don't work together/ no cooperation 18
Washi ngton/ | nsul ated/ out of touch/
don't listen to the people
Too nuch spendi ng/ overspendi ng
Cinton/ dinton |acks direction/
Clinton | eadership/ Wite House
Too much noney/ corruption/ crooked politicians
Di shonest/ No honesty
Too much bureaucracy/ too much red tape
Lobbyi sts/ special interests/ too much noney
Nat i onal debt/ budget
Worri ed about thensel ves, not the people
Gridl ock
Too nuch gover nment
Too much focus on foreign policy/
spend too much on other countries
Need Health care/ health care reforns (positive)l
Gover nment waste/ wasted noney/

=
NNNDN WO o101 00 N

N

wast ef ul spendi ng/ waste 1
Republ i cans/ Republican gridl ock 1
Not run |ike a business 1
(General bad) 3
(O her) 10
(No mness) 0
(Don't know) 7
Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward sone people and

organi zations, with one hundred nmeani ng a VERY WARM FAVORABLE
feeling; zero neaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty
meani ng not particularly warmor cold. You can use any nunber
fromzero to one hundred, the higher the nunber the nore
favorabl e your feelings are toward that person or organization
WRI TE | N NUMBER

[ NO OPI Nl ON/ DK = 101]
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[ NEVER HEARD = 102]
[ READ FI RST]

6. Bill Cdinton. Gve Bill Cinton a rating,
with 100 nmeaning a very warm favorable feeling;
zero meaning a very cold, unfavorable feeling;
and 50 neaning not particularly warmor cold.

Ther nonet er % War m % Cool
Tot al 48 41 40
| ndependent s 48 40 37
Denocr at s 66 67 14
Republ i cans 29 15 70

[ ROTATE]

7. Ross Perot

Ther nonet er % War m % Cool
Tot al 33 18 62
I ndependent s 39 25 52
Denocrat s 29 15 66
Republ i cans 30 13 67
8. CGeorge Bush

Ther nonet er % War m % Cool
Tot al 53 49 32
| ndependent s 52 45 32
Denocrat s 41 31 47
Republ i cans 66 71 16

9. Ronal d Reagan

Ther nonet er % War m % Cool
Tot al __ 53 50 34
| ndependent s b1 45 37
Denocrat s 39 28 52
Republ i cans 71 78 13
10. Jimy Carter

Ther nonet er % WAr m % Cool
Tot al ___ 55 50 30
| ndependent s 55 48 30
Denocrat s 64 67 18
Republ i cans 45 35 44

11. Harry Truman

Ther nonet er % WAr m % Cool
Tot al __ 68 __ 56 10
| ndependent s 68 54 9
Denocr at s 72 62 9
Republ i cans 64 50 12
12. Bi g Business

Ther nonet er % WAr m % Cool
Tot al 51 36 31
| ndependent s 48 32 35
Denocr at s 50 __ 35 35
Republ i cans 54 42 23

13. Labor Uni ons

Ther nonet er % WAr m % Cool
Tot al 45 30 45
| ndependent s 46 30 45
Denocrat s B3 42 32
Republ i cans 37 18 58
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14. Jesse Jackson
Ther nonet er

Tot al 44
I ndependent s 44
Denocr at s __52__

Republ i cans 34

15. The Republican Party
Ther monet er

Tot al b3
| ndependent s __50__
Denocrat s 40
Republ i cans 69

16. The United States
Ther nonet er

Tot al 86
| ndependent s 84
Denocrat s 86
Republ i cans 87 __

17. Rush Li nbaugh
Ther nonet er

Tot al 37
| ndependent s 34
Denocrats 23 __
Republ i cans b5

18. The Denocratic Party
Ther nonet er

Tot al __52__
| ndependent s 49
Denpcr at s __ 68__

Republ i cans 38

19. The federal governnent
Ther nonet er

Tot al 48
| ndependent s 46
Denocrat s 54
Republ i cans 43

20. Smal | Busi ness
Ther nonet er

Tot al __ 15__
| ndependent s 74
Denocr at s __ 13__

Republ i cans 77

21. Conservatives
Ther nonet er

Tot al b7
| ndependent s _ 55
Denpcr at s __ 48__

Republ i cans 68

22. Liberals
Ther nonet er

Tot al 41
| ndependent s 44
Denocrat s 49

Republ i cans 30

22a. An independent, third
Ther monet er

po

% VAr m % Coo

32 45
32 43
43 32
20 61

% VAr m % Coo

43 29
36 30
20 45
74 11

% VAr m % Coo

88 5
86 5
89 4
88 6

% VAr m % Coo

26 49
21 51
12 67
45 29

% VAr m % Coo

39 33
31 34
68 9
14 57

% VAr m % Coo

35 41
31 42
45 32
29 49

% VAr m % Coo

O~NO

47 25
43 25
30 35
68 15

% VAr m % Coo

23 47
25 44
32 30
11 67
itical party

% VAr m % Coo
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Tot al 47 31 36
| ndependent s b7 45 22
Denocr at s 43 27 44
Republ i cans __ 44 24 41
[ READ LAST] [ ROTATE]
23. The governnent
Ther nonet er % VArm % Cool
Tot al b1 40 35
| ndependent s 50 35 33
Denocr at s 56 49 29
Republ i cans 48 34 43
24. Congress
Ther nonet er % VArm % Cool
Tot al 45 29 47
| ndependent s 43 25 52
Denocrat s 49 34 40
Republ i cans 42 27 51
25. State governnent
Ther nonet er % VArm % Cool
Tot al 54 47 32
| ndependent s 51 43 35
Denocrat s 56 51 27
Republ i cans b3 47 35
26. Local government
Ther nonet er % VArm % Cool
Tot al b7 54 25
| ndependent s 55 49 28
Denocr at s 59 57 22
Republ i cans 58 55 24
27. Nei ghbor hood
Ther nonet er % VArm % Cool
Tot al 74 76 11
| ndependent s 72 74 12
Denocrat s 74 74 11
Republ i cans 75 79 9
28. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bill dinton
is
handling his job as president? [ FOLLOW UP] Do you
strongly
or somewhat (approve/di sapprove) of the way Bill dinton
is
handl ing his job?
TOT IND DEM REP
Strongly approve 19 14 31 9
Sonewhat approve 33 38 43 18
Sonmewhat di sapprove 17 20 14 19
Strongly disapprove 28 24 9 51
(Don't know) 3 4 3 3
COMBI NED
Approve 52 52 75 27
Di sapprove 45 45 22 70
29. As you know, there was an el ection (today/yesterday)
for the Congress and other offices. Many people weren t
abl e
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to vote. How about you? Were you able to vote, or for
sone
ot her reason were you unable to vote?
TOT IND DEM REP
Voted [GO TO @@BO0] 83 78 84 86
Ineligible [GO TO B4] 1 1 1 1
Did not vote [GO TO B4] 16 21 15 13
Can't renmenber/Don't know
[ GO TO @34] 0 0 0 0
Ref used [ GO TO B4] 0 0 0 0

[ASK ONLY I F VOTED: @9 = 1]
30. In the election for the U S. Congress, did you vote

for
t he [ ROTATE ORDER] Republican candidate or the Denpcratic
candidate in your district?
TOT IND DEM REP
Republ i can candi date 53 48 18 93
Denocrati c candi date 43 42 79 6
(I ndependent/ 3rd party candi date) 4 10 3 1
(Don't know) 0 0 0 0

[ASK ONLY I F VOTED: @9 = 1]
31. Think about your vote for a minute. Wre you trying

to
send a nmessage about how di ssatisfied you were with things
in Washington or weren't you trying to send a nessage?

I ND

Sendi ng a nessage about

bei ng dissatisfied [GO TO @2] 56

Not sending a nessage [ GO TO @3] 41

(Don't know)[ GO TO @3] 3

[ASK ONLY | F SENDI NG A MESSAGE: @1 = 1]
32. Wich of the following were you trying to send a

nmessage
about

[ ROTATE] | ND

Politics as usual 45

Bill Cinton 15

Congr ess 15

Li beral s 6

Special interests 5

The Republ i cans 5

The Denocrats 5

Conservatives 1

[TF MORE THAN ONE] Well which one were you nainly trying to send
a nmessage about ?
(Don't know) 4

33. Let ne read you a list of phrases. Tell ne which
ones describe the candi date you voted for [today/yesterday]. You
can choose any nunber that describe that candi date.

[ PROBE FOR 3 RESPONSES] [ ROTATE]

(Ranked by | ndependents) TOT IND DEM REP
WIIl do a good job 43 43 48 39
Represents the ordi nary person 41 39 46 39
WIIl work for jobs and a good econony 38 35 39 41
Seens honest 30 27 29 34
For bi g change in Washi ngton 29 25 21 39
Conmitted to getting deficit

under control 25 24 23 27
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Supports tax cuts 27 24 20 37

Agai nst the big special interests 19 21 17 20
Expresses ny anger with politics 19 19 14 25
For hel ping the seniors 23 19 25 25
W1l bring nore norality to WAshi ngton 21 19 14 29
W11l help end Denpocratic contro
of Congress 20 19 14 27
Agai nst bi g government 21 18 16 28
For governnent that will do nore
for less 17 18 10 23
For termlimts and reform ng Congress 17 17 14 21
Supports the President 17 14 29 8
Opposes the President 15 12 6 26
(Don't know) 4 6 6 2

[GO TO B8 OR QBY]

[ASK ONLY I F DID NOT VOTE: @9 = 2, 3, 4, OR 5]
34. If you had been able to vote in the election for
Congress, would you have supported [ ROTATE ORDER] the
Republ i can candi date or the Denocratic candidate in your

district?
TOT IND DEM REP
Republ i can candi date 33 32 14 65
Denocrati c candi date 45 31 78 12
(I ndependent/ 3rd party candi date) 6 14 0 4
(Don't know) 16 23 8 19

[ASK ONLY IF DID NOT VOTE: @9 = 2, 3, 4, OR 5]

35. Think about how you would have voted for a mnute. Wre you
trying to send a nessage about how dissatisfied you were with
things in Washington or weren't you trying to send a nessage?

I ND
Sendi ng a nessage about
being dissatisfied [GO TO @B6] 63
Not sending a nessage [ GO TO @7] 29
(Don't know)[ GO TO @7] 8

[ASK ONLY | F SENDI NG A MESSAGE: @5 = 1]
36. Which of the following were you trying to send a
nessage about

[ ROTATE] | ND
Politics as usual 50
Bill Cinton 13
Congr ess 13
Special interests 10
The Republicans 5
The Denocrats 2
Li beral s 1
Conservati ves 0

[F MORE THAN ONE] Well which one were you nainly trying to send
a nmessage about?
(Don't know) 6

[ASK ONLY I F DI D NOT VOTE: @9=2, 3, 4 or 5]
37. Let ne read you a list of phrases. Tell ne which

ones
descri be the candi date you woul d have voted for. You can
choose any nunber that describe that candidate. [PROBE

FOR
3 RESPONSES]

[ ROTATE]
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(Ranked by | ndependents) TOT IND DEM REP

Represents the ordinary person 36 33 34 45
WIIl work for jobs and a good econony 40 32 38 54
W1l do a good job 38 32 40 42
Seens honest 26 24 18 39
For hel ping the seniors 30 22 33 38
For big change in Washi ngton 22 21 22 26
Expresses ny anger with politics 16 20 8 21
W1l bring nore norality to WAshington 16 19 12 15
Supports tax cuts 25 19 29 30
Conmitted to getting deficit
under control 25 17 24 35
Agai nst bi g government 14 16 10 18
For termlimts and reform ng Congress 14 14 13 15
Agai nst the big special interests 15 14 13 18
For governnent that will do nore
for less 16 13 13 24
Supports the President 16 12 28 6
W11l help end Denpcratic contro
of Congress 10 8 9 15
Opposes the President 6 6 0 12
(Don't know) 10 11 8 12

[ SPLIT SAMPLE A]

38. Now, think back on Bill Cinton's first 2 years as
President. |'mgoing to read you pairs of statements.
Pl ease tell nme which statement seenms nore true to you
Here is the first pair.

[ ROTATE] | ND
* Bill dinton is noving the country
) in the right direction. 46
or
* Bill Cdinton is noving the country
in the wong direction 45
(Don't know) 9

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE A GO TO Q40]

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]
39. Now, think back on Bill Cinton's first 2 years as
President. I|'mgoing to read you pairs of statements.
Pl ease tell nme which statenent seens nobre true to you

Her e
is the first pair.
[ ROTATE] I ND
* Bill Cinton has tried to nove the
country in the right direction. 64
or
* Bill Cinton has tried to nove the
country in the wong direction 32
(Don't know) 4

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE B GO TO Q40]

[ ALL RESPONDENTS]
40. Now the next pair. [FOLLOWNUP] Please tell nme which
statenent seens nore true to you.

[ ROTATE]
TOI' IND DEM REP
* Clinton is a traditional |ibera
Denocr at 37 36 22 55
or
* Clinton is a new kind of Denocr at 56 54 72 41
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(Don't know) 7 10 6 4

[ SPLIT SAVPLE A
41. Okay, next. [ FOLLOW UP] Pl ease tell nme which
statenent seens nore true to you
[ DO NOT ROTATE]

I ND

* dintonis a failed President 22
or

* |t istoo early to tell 73

(Don't know) 4

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE A GO TO (43]

[ SPLIT SAVPLE B]

42. Okay, next. [ FOLLOW UP] Pl ease tell nme which

statenent seens nore true to you
[ ROTATE]
I ND
* |I'"mstill hopeful that Cinton

can succeed 68
or

* |'ve given up on Clinton 30
(Don't know) 2

[ END OF SPLIT SAMPLE B GO TO (43]

[ ALL RESPONDENTS]
43. Okay, next. [FOLLOWUP] Please tell nme which
st at enent
seens nore true to you.
[ ROTATE]
TOT IND DEM REP
* He is part of the Washington

est abl i shrent 35 38 22 46
or
* He is trying to change the
Washi ngt on est abl i shnent 59 55 70 50
(Don't know) 6 7 8 4

44, Okay, next. [FOLLOWUP] Please tell ne which
st at enent
seens nore true to you.

[ ROTATE]
TOT IND DEM REP
He favors big governnent sol utions 53 53 34 71
or
He favors | ess bureaucratic
governnment sol utions 36 33 53 21
(Don't know) 11 13 13 8

45. Sone people say there are two kinds of Denocrats

* Traditional Denpocrats who believe government can sol ve probl erms
and protect people from adversity
or
* New Denocrats who believe governnent should hel p people
equi p thenselves to solve their own probl enms

Do you find yourself thinking nore like a traditiona
Denmocrat or nore |li ke a new Denocrat ?
TOT IND DEM REP
Tradi ti onal Denpcr at 19 16 20 20
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New Denocr at 66 71 75 52
(Never identify with Denocrats) 10 7 2 21
(Don't know) 5 6 4 6

46. Do you think of Bill Clinton as a traditional Denocrat
or as a new Denocrat ?
TOT IND DEM REP

Tradi tional Denocr at 37 36 20 55
New Denocr at 56 55 74 37
(Nei t her) 4 3 3 5
(Don't know) 4 5 4 3

47. Who do you tend to agree with nore:

* New Denocrats who believe government should hel p people equip
t hemsel ves to solve their own problemns.
or
* Republicans who believe governnent shoul d | eave peopl e al one
to solve their own problens.
TOT IND DEM REP

New Denocr at 52 52 79 24
Republ i cans 38 34 15 67
(Nei t her) 5 8 2 6
(Don't know) 4 6 4 3
48. Have you felt disappointed or not felt disappointed
about Bill Clinton as President since he took office in
19937
TOT IND DEM REP
Yes- - di sappointed [GO TO 49 OR 50] 54 55 35 73
No- - not di sappointed [ GO TO 61 OR 68] 41 39 61 24
(al ways negative about Clinton)
[GO TO 61 OR 68] 1 1 0 1
(don't know)[ GO TO b1 OR 68] 3 5 4 2

[1 F DI SAPPO NTED: 48 = 1]

49./ 50. Tell me which of the follow ng best reflects your own
feelings of disappointnment
[ ALLOW MULTI PLE RESPONSES]

(Ranked by | ndependents) TOT IND DEM REP
Clinton proposed big governnent

solutions, like health care reform 49 48 31 58
Cinton pursued a |liberal agenda, like

gays in the nmlitary

[Split Sanple A] 51 46 30 65

Clinton always seemed to be in trouble 45 38 33 56
Clinton was not strong enough 39 37 36 41
Clinton failed to get things done

and break gridl ock 34 34 34 35
Clinton had too many foreign policy

probl ens 36 29 28 45
Cinton didn't do enough for

t he econony 30 29 26 33
Cinton pursued a |liberal agenda, like

raising taxes [Split Sanple B] 38 29 25 51

Clinton allied too nmuch with the

corporate powers instead of

ordi nary workers 26 28 24 26
(Don't know) 4 5 5 3

Now | ' m going to nention a few issues facing the country,
and | d like to find out how high a priority you think each one
shoul d receive fromthe new Congress and the President. For each
issue | nention, tell me if you think it should be (a) the single
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hi ghest priority,
hi ghest, (c) near the top of th
list, or

new Congress and the President?

(b) one of the top few priorities,

e list, in

(d)

but not the
the mddle of the

(e) toward the bottomof the list of priorities for the

[ READ EACH | TEM AND ASK]: Where woul d you rank [ READ | TEM

The single highest priority,
the top of the Iist,

one of the top few priorities,
in the nmddle of the Iist,

bottom of the list of priorities?

Si ngl e Top Near

Hi ghest Few Top
51./68. G ve the President the
Tot al 6 24 20 25
| ndependents 5 22 18 26
Denocr at s 5 23 19 27
Republ i cans 6 27 23 23
52./69. Cut taxes.
Tot al 10 35 20 24
| ndependents 11 33 19 25
Denocr at s 9 33 18 27
Republ i cans 10 40 22 20
53./70. Increase the mninum wa
Tot al 5 28 21 26
| ndependents 4 29 21 28
Denocr at s 7 36 24 21
Republ i cans 5 19 18 29

54./71. Expand job training fo
productivity.
Tot al 5 35 24 20
| ndependents 6 39 22 19
Denocr at s 7 42 30 12
Republ i cans 3 23 18 29
Si ngl e Top Near
Hi ghest Few Top
[ SPLIT SAVPLE Al
55. Control health care costs.
Tot al 12 41 19 17
| ndependents 9 43 19 15
Denocr at s 18 49 15 13
Republ i cans 9 30 24 24

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]
72. Ensure that everyone has he

Tot al 12 34 18 19
| ndependents 14 35 16 19
Denocr at s 18 45 20 12
Republ i cans 4 22 19 26

[ ALL RESPONDENTS]
56./73 Increase defense spendin

Tot al 1 15 15 33
| ndependents 1 15 13 28
Denocr at s 1 13 10 33
Republ i cans 2 18 21 36

57./74. Create a new world trad

Tot al 1 20 20 33
| ndependents 1 21 18 33
Denocr at s 2 22 21 30

near

or toward the

Md Toward (Don't Single/
Li st Bottom know) Top Few
line itemveto.
17 8 30
20 9 27
18 7 28
13 8 33
10 1 45
11 1 43
12 1 42
6 1 50
ge.
18 1 33
17 2 32
10 2 43
28 0 24

r every worker

15 2 40
12 2 45
7 2 49
25 2 26

to raise skills and

Md Toward (Don't Single/
Li st Bottom know) Top Few
9 2 53
13 2 52
3 2 67
12 1 39
alth insurance.
15 1 46
14 2 49
5 0 63
28 1 26
g.
34 2 16
41 2 15
41 1 14
20 2 20
e agreenent.
21 5 21
21 5 22
19 6 24
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Republ i cans 1 16

[ SPLIT SAWMPLE A]

20

35

24

58. Cut taxes for the mddle class.

Tot al 8 38
I ndependents 9 37
Denocr at s 7 40

Republ i cans 8 36

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]

75. Cut taxes for famlies with children

Tot al 4 31
| ndependents 5 28
Denocr at s 4 32

Republ i cans 5 32

[ SPLIT SAMPLE A]
59. Limt government

Tot al 6 38
| ndependents 4 43
Denocr at s 6 33

Republ i cans 8 40

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]

22
18
22
25

24
21
23
26

spendi ng on entitlenents.

20
17
23
19

22
23
22
21

27
29
25
26

19
17
19
19

9
11
9
8

13
15
13
10

9
8
11
9

NEFENDN

2

2
3
1

8
11
7
5

18

46
46

44

35
32
36
37

44
46
39
48

76. Linmt governnent spending on Medicare,
Soci al security, and food stanps.

Tot al 3 24
| ndependents 3 25
Denocr at s 1 20

Republ i cans 6 26

[ Singl e Top
Hi ghest Few
ALL RESPONDENTS]

16
16
18
13

Near
Top

28
25
26
33

25
28
30
18

4
3
5
4

27
28
21
33

Md Toward (Don't
t Bottom know)

Lis

60./77. Pass a constitutiona

Si ngl e/
Top Few

anendnment to bal ance

t he budget.

Tot al 10 35 21 17 14 2 45
| ndependents 11 38 18 18 13 3 48
Denocr at s 7 34 19 20 18 2 41
Republ i cans 13 34 25 15 13 1 47
[ SPLIT SAVPLE A

61. Limt canpaign spending.

Tot al 4 44 19 18 13 2 48
| ndependents 3 48 18 16 12 3 51
Denocr at s 7 44 17 19 11 2 51
Republ i cans 3 39 21 18 17 1 43
[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]

78. Limt |obbyists.

Tot al 5 38 19 18 17 3 43
| ndependents 4 38 23 21 11 3 43
Denocr at s 4 41 16 13 22 3 46
Republ i cans 6 36 19 21 16 2 42
[ ALL RESPONDENTS]

62./79. Protect Medicare and social security.
Tot al 13 49 21 12 4 1 62
| ndependents 12 52 19 12 4 1 64
Denocr at s 15 55 19 6 3 2 70
Republ i cans 12 39 26 17 6 0 51
63./80. Inpose a two year lint on welfare.
Tot al 6 40 25 17 9 3 45
| ndependents 4 40 22 19 11 4 44
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Denocr at s 4 38 28 17 11 3 41
Republ i cans 9 42 26 15 6 2 51
64./81. Limt the number of terns for
Menbers of Congress.
Tot al 4 37 18 20 19 3 41
| ndependents 4 40 16 22 15 3 44
Denocr at s 4 37 16 19 22 2 411
Republ i cans 3 35 20 21 18 3 38
65./82. Cut taxes for capital gains.
Tot al 1 25 20 32 17 5 26
| ndependents O 25 18 32 19 6 25
Denocr at s 0 21 19 35 18 6 21
Republ i cans 2 29 22 29 14 3 32
66./83. Cut governnent spending.
Tot al 9 51 22 13 4 2 60
| ndependents 9 51 21 13 3 3 60
Denocr at s 7 48 22 15 6 2 55
Republicans 13 53 23 10 1 1 65
[ Singl e Top Near Md Toward (Don't
Hi ghest Few Top List Bottom know)

[ SPLI T SAVPLE A]
67. Cut the size of the federa

Tot al 7 46 20 15 6 5
| ndependents 6 48 18 16 5 7
Denocr at s 4 41 27 15 8 6
Republicans 12 48 16 15 6 3

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]

84. Abolish federal prograns and agenci es.

Tot al 1 17 16 27 32 7
| ndependents 1 20 12 31 30 6
Denocr at s 1 11 11 26 44 6
Republ i cans 1 19 25 25 22 7
68. 69. 70. 71. 72.

73. 74. 75. 76. T7.

78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84.

85./ 86. Sone people say the federa
changed. Wich of the follow ng changes are nost
i mportant?

[ PROBE FOR MULTI PLE RESPONSES]

(Ranked by | ndependents)

The governnent shoul d be given back
to the people by reducing the
i nfluence of special interests and
| obbyi sts

The governnent shoul d be nade nore
efficient so it delivers nore services
for | ess noney.

The governnent shoul d be nade nore
responsi ve by creating a nationa
ref erendum so the peopl e can decide
on major issues [Split Sanple B

The governnent shoul d be changed so that
it is nore innovative, flexible and
so it gives people nore choices

The governnent shoul d get out of whole
areas of activity and turn
responsibility over to state and

bur eaucracy.

53
54
45
61

18

13
20

TOT

54

51

39

35

Si ngl e/
Top Few]

gover nment

has to be

IND DEM REP

54

50

37

34
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| ocal governnent 35 32 24 50
The governnent shoul d be nade nore
responsive by linmting the terms of

elected officials [Split Sample A] 31 31 29 33
The governnment should be made small er
so it will cost and do |ess. 25 24 16 34
(Don't know) 3 3 2 2

[ ALL RESPONDENTS]
87. Do you favor or oppose cutting tax subsidies that are

used to underwite Anerican industries, |ike agriculture,
mning, oil, tinber and aerospace?
TOT IND DEM REP
Favor 47 49 42 51
Oppose 41 37 44 41
(Don't know) 12 14 14 8

88. CGovernnent gives tax breaks and subsidies to a nunber
of industries, like agriculture to support farm ng and the
energy industry to support U.S. oil production. But these
tax subsidies keep government spending high and give
t axpayer noney to big business who use political influence
to protect their position. Elimnating tax subsidies
woul d cut governnent spending and nake Anerican industry
and the American econony nore conpetitive. Supporters of
t hese tax and budget provisions argue that they keep the
famly farmalive and allow Anerica to maintain its own
donestic oil resources. Do you favor or oppose cutting
tax subsidies that are used to underwite American
i ndustries?

TOT IND DEM REP

Favor 49 53 43 53
Oppose 37 33 45 34
(Don't know) 13 14 13 13

89. If wasteful and outdated governnent spending is cut,
shoul d the noney be used [ ROTATE]

TOT IND DEM REP

To reduce the deficit [GO TO Q0] 33 29 31 38
To cut taxes [GO TO 1] 9 9 6 12
To invest in education, training

and infrastructure [GO TO @2 OR 93] 30 32 38 21
(Al'l of the above) [GO TO @2 OR 93] 20 22 16 20

(Reduce deficit and invest)

[GO TO Q@2 OR 93]
(Reduce deficit and cut taxes)[ GO TO Q0]
(Cut taxes and invest)[GO TO @2 OR 93]
(Don't know)[ GO TO @2 OR 93]

NNWN
NEFENDN
NNNDN
NEFE RN

[ASK ONLY I F REDUCE THE DEFICIT: B9 = 1 OR 6]
90. Should the nmoney saved from cutting governnent
spendi ng
only be used for reducing the deficit or should sonme of it
be used for investing in education, training and
i nfrastructure?
TOT IND DEM REP

Only reducing the deficit [GO TO @2] 45 42 37 53
Deficit and investing [GO TO 2] 52 53 63 43
(Don't know) [GO TO @2] 3 5 0 5

[ASK ONLY | F CUT TAXES: @9 = 2]
91. Should the nmoney saved from cutting governnent
spendi ng only be used for cutting taxes or should some of it be
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used for investing in education, training and infrastructure?
TOT IND DEM REP

Only cutting taxes 40 40 17 52
Deficit and investing 48 55 59 38
(Don't know) 13 4 24 10

[ SPLIT SAVPLE A]
92. On another topic, let nme describe two approaches
bei ng
consi dered in Congress to address the welfare problemin
America. Please tell me which approach you tend to favor
[ ROTATE STATEMENTS]
TOT IND DEM REP
[ The first/The second] approach woul d
limt welfare to two years, then
peopl e woul d be required to work.
Thi s approach woul d spend nore noney
for job placenent and child care, but
only to change the systemto nake sure
that recipients have the opportunity
to work and get off welfare 52 50 57 49
TOT IND DEM REP
[ The first/The second] approach woul d
limt welfare to two years, provide
sone training and child care, then
peopl e would be required to work. It
woul d not spend new dollars on job

training or child care 35 34 31 40
(Bot h) 6 8 4 7
(Nei t her) 3 6 3 1
(Don't know) 3 2 5 2

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE A GO TO Q4]

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]
93. On another topic, let me describe two approaches being
consi dered in Congress to address the welfare problemin Anerica.

Pl ease tell me which approach you tend to favor
[ ROTATE STATEMENTS]
TOT IND DEM REP
[ The first/The second] approach woul d
limt welfare to two years, then people
woul d be required to work. This
approach woul d spend nore noney for
job placerment and child care, but only
change the systemto neke sure that
reci pients have the opportunity to
work and get off welfare 55 54 66 45
TOT IND DEM REP
[ The first/The second] approach woul d
limt welfare to two years, provide
sone training and child care, then
peopl e would be required to work. It
woul d not spend new dollars on job
pl acement or child care. In addition
it would deny all benefits to teenage

unwed nmothers and their children. 32 33 20 42
(Bot h) 5 5 5 3
(Nei t her) 6 7 6 6
(Don't know) 3 2 3 3

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE B GO TO Q4]
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Now, | will read you a series of statenments.
sonmewhat agree,

me whet her you strongly agree,
or strongly disagree.

For
sonewhat di sagree,

each one, tel

[ PROVWPT] Do you agree or disagree with the statenment?
[FOLLOW UP] Is that strongly or sonewhat

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly

agree agree di sagree disagree know)
[ ROTATE]

94. Too many of the poor are trying

to get sonething for nothing.

Tot al 31 33 20 15 2 63
| ndependent s 29 32 21 15 3 61
Denocr at s 27 28 24 20 1 55
Republ i cans 36 39 15 10 1 75
95. Public officials usually care what

people like me think

Tot al 7 28 33 31 1 35
| ndependent s 6 29 28 34 2 36
Denocr at s 9 25 32 34 1 34
Republ i cans 6 30 37 26 1 36
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly

agree agree di sagree disagree know)
96. Busi ness corporations generally

strike a fair bal ance between making

profits and serving the public.

Tot al 8 34 29 25 3 43
| ndependent s 8 29 33 26 5 37
Denocr at s 7 29 30 31 3 35
Republ i cans 9 46 25 17 3 55
97. It's the middle class, not the poor

who really get a raw deal today.

Tot al 50 25 14 9 2 75
| ndependent s 48 25 13 10 4 73
Denocr at s 47 24 16 10 2 71
Republ i cans 54 26 12 7 1 80
98. Governnent always nanages to mess things up
Tot al 32 34 23 2 66
| ndependent s 33 35 22 7 2 68
Denocr at s 29 30 28 10 2 59
Republ i cans 35 38 19 7 2 73
99. You really can't trust the government

to do the right thing.

Tot al 21 34 30 12 3 55
| ndependent s 23 33 31 9 3 57
Denocr at s 17 25 37 19 3 41
Republ i cans 24 43 22 8 3 67

100. Abortion should be |Iega
toonly linmted regul ation.

Tot al 33 24 10
| ndependent s 34 25 10
Denocr at s 40 23 10
Republ i cans 26 24 10
101. | often don't have enough
Tot al 28 27 25
| ndependent s 27 26 23

(agree/ di sagree)?

and general ly avai

(Don't Tot al Tot al
Agr ee Di sagree

(Don't Tot al Tot al
Agr ee Di sagr ee

54
58
62
42

23
23
26
19

| abl e and subj ect

27 6 57 37

23 8 58 33

21 6 63 31

37 4 49 47
noney to make ends neet.

19 1 55 44

22 2 53 45
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Denocr at s 29 28 27 16 1 57 42

Republ i cans 27 27 25 21 0 54 46

102. W have gone too far in pushing equal rights in this
country.

Tot al 24 25 23 27 2 49 49

| ndependent s 24 22 24 27 3 47 50

Denocr at s 20 20 24 35 1 40 59

Republ i cans 29 32 21 17 2 60 38

Strongly Sonewhat Sonewhat Strongly (Don't Total Tot a
agree agree di sagree disagree know) Agree Di sagree

103. It is the responsibility of the government to take care of
peopl e who can't take care of thensel ves.

Tot al 20 37 22 19 3 57 41

| ndependent s 20 37 23 15 4 57 39

Denpcrat s 24 39 20 16 2 63 35

Republ i cans 15 34 22 26 3 49 48

104. Honopsexuality is a way of life that should be accepted
by society.

Tot al 18 26 15 35 6 44 50

| ndependent s 18 29 15 31 8 47 46

Denocr at s 26 27 15 28 4 53 43

Republ i cans 10 23 14 46 6 33 61

105. W have inportant problens that the government nust play a
bi gger role to hel p sol ve.

Tot al 32 37 15 13 4 69 27
| ndependent s 33 36 14 12 4 69 26
Denocr at s 39 42 11 5 3 81 16
REPUBLI CANS 23 34 19 22 3 56 41
[ SPLIT SAVPLE A]

Now, | amgoing to read you a list of areas and | want you
to tell me whether, overall, you think the Denocrats or the
Republ i cans would do a better job supporting this and if you do
not know just tell nme and we will nove on to the next item

[ PROVPT] Would the Denbcrats or the Republicans do a
better job with that?
[FOLLOW UP] Is that nuch better or somewhat better?

Dem Dem Rep Rep
much sone  sone much (Don't Tota
better better better better (Both) (Neither) know) Dem Rep
[ ROTATE]
106. Havi ng peopl e take greater
responsi bility.

| ndependent s 8 11 27 17 8 12 17 19 44
107. Making Anerica prosperous.
| ndependent s 10 10 24 15 12 11 18 19 39

108. Insisting on noral standards, that
peopl e know ri ght from w ong.

| ndependent s 8 9 19 15 14 17 18 16 34
109. Strengthening famlies.

| ndependent s 12 9 16 15 15 18 16 20 31
110. Respecting the ordinary person.

| ndependent s 15 20 11 9 15 15 16 35 19
111. Insisting on nore discipline.

| ndependent s 6 9 26 19 11 13 16 15 45

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE A GO TO Q117]

[ SPLI T SAVPLE B]
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Now, | amgoing to read you a list of areas and | want you

to tell me whether, overall, you think the Denocrats or the
Republ i cans would do a better job supporting this and if you do
not know just tell me and we will npve on to the next item

[ PROVPT] Would the Denocrats or the Republicans do a
better job with that?
[FOLLOW UP] Is that nuch better or somewhat better?

Dem Dem Rep Rep

much sonme some much (Don't Tota
better better better better (Both) (Neither) know) Dem Rep
[ ROTATE]
112. Openness to change and innovation
| ndependent s 14 25 18 7 7 10 20 38 25
113. Respecting people's individual freedom
| ndependent s 16 20 16 13 13 8 13 37 29
114. Trying to neke things better for people.
| ndependent s 15 22 12 10 19 9 13 37 21
115. Honoring mddle class val ues.
| ndependent s 13 15 21 15 14 8 14 28 36

116. Understanding the financial pressures on
people and fam | i es.
| ndependent s 19 20 13 9 13 15 12 39 21

[END OF SPLIT SAMPLE B GO TO QL17]

[ ALL RESPONDENTS]

Finally, I would like to ask you a few questions for statistica
pur poses.

117. What is the last year of schooling that you have conpl et ed?
TOT IND DEM REP

1 - 11th grade 7 7 9 5
Hi gh school graduate 28 24 32 26
Non-col | ege post H S. [E. G TECH| 3 2 3 3
Sone college [JR COLLEGE] 27 28 26 27
Col | ege graduate 21 22 17 23
Post - graduat e school 15 17 13 16

(Don't know) 0 0 0 0
118. Thinking in political terns, would you say that you are

li beral, somewhat |iberal, npderate, sonewhat conservative or
conservative?
TOT' IND DEM REP

Li beral 11 10 15 6
Sonewhat |i beral 12 14 18 3
Moder at e 25 30 31 16
Somewhat conservative 25 26 20 29
Conservative 23 16 11 43
(Don't know) 4 4 5 2
Let me ask you about sone past elections. | knowit nay be

difficult to renenber, and many people weren't able to get to the
polls to vote

119. In local elections in your area, do you nostly vote for
t he

Denocratic candidate or nostly for the Republicans? [IF SPLIT
EVENLY] Is that a little nore Denocratic or a little nore
Republ i can?

| ND
Most |y Denocr at 26
Little nore Denocrat 8

Little nore Republican 12

43 0of 51



Mostly Republi can 19
(Split evenly) 27
(Don't know) 8

120. Did you vote for
neither tine he ran for
I ND
Once
Bot h
Nei t her
(Didn't vote)
(Don't remenber/ know)
(Refuse)

121.

neither tine he ran for President?
I ND
Once 35
Bot h 24
Nei t her 32
(Didn't vote) 4
(Don't remenber/ know) 2
(Ref use) 2
122. In the election for President 2 years ago, did you vote
for [ ROTATE NAMES] Republican George Bush, |ndependent Ross Per ot
or Denocrat Bill dinton?
TOT IND DEM REP
Republ i can Bush 36 29 10 69
Denocrat Clinton 41 36 72 13
| ndependent Per ot 16 26 11 13
(Don't know Ref used) 7 9 7 6
123. In what year were you born? TOT IND DEM REP
18- 24 6 8 5 5
25-29 7 8 6 8
30- 34 19 19 20 19
35-39 3 2 3 3
40- 44 11 12 12 10
45-49 12 12 12 12
50- 54 9 9 8 9
55-59 8 6 8 9
60- 64 6 5 7 5
Over 64 18 16 18 20
(Don't Know Refused) 1 2 0 0
124. What is your religion? Are you Protestant, Catholic,
Jewi sh, sonething else or nothing in particular?
I ND
Pr ot est ant 42
Cat holic 25
Jewi sh 2
Sonet hi ng el se 15
Not hing in particular 10
(O her/ none/ refused) 6
125. How often do you attend church every week, once or tw ce
a nmonth, several tines a year, or hardly ever?
I ND
Every week 33
Once or twice a nonth 17
Several tines a year 18
Hardly ever 24
(Never) 6
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(Don't know) 2

126. Are you a nenber of a labor union? [IF NO
your househol d a union nmenber?
TOT IND DEM REP

Yes: Respondent bel ongs 12 14 15 7
Househol d menber 8 7 11 5
No menber bel ongs 79 78 73 86
(Don't know refused) 1 1 1 2
127. What is your race? TOT IND DEM REP

White 84 84 78 91

Bl ack 9 8 14 4

Hi spani ¢ [ PUERTO RI CAN,

MEXI CAN- AVERI CAN, ETC. ] 4 4 5 3
(O her) 2 3 3 2

(Don't know refused) 1 1 0 0
Gender TOT IND DEM REP

Mal e 48 50 44 51

Fenal e 52 50 56 49

128. And what is your zip code?

And finally, strictly for verification purposes,
your first name?
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR Tl ME [ TERM NATE]

APPENDI X
Total Sanple
(Priorities Ranked by Conbi ned Single/ Top Few)

Si ngl e Top Near Md Toward (Don't Single/

I s any nmenber of

can |

Hi ghest Few Top List Bottom know) Top Few

62./79. Protect Medicare and soci al

security. 13 49 21
66./83. Cut governnent spending. 9 51 22
55. Control health care costs. 12 41 19
67. Cut the size of the federa

bur eaucr acy. 7 46 20
61. Limt canpaign spending. 4 44 19
58. Cut taxes for the mddle

cl ass. 8 38 22
72. Ensure that everyone has health

i nsurance. 12 34 18
52./69. Cut taxes. 10 35 20
60./77. Pass a constitutional amendnent

to bal ance the budget. 10 35 21
63./80. Inpose a two year limt on

wel f are. 6 40 25
59. Limt government spending on
entitlenments. 6 38 20
78. Limt |obbyists. 5 38 19
64./81. Limt the nunber of ternms for

Menbers of Congress. 4 37 18
54./71. Expand job training for

every worker to raise skills and
productivity. 5 35 24
75. Cut taxes for fanmlies with

chi l dren. 4 31 24

53./70. Increase the m ni num
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13
17

15
18

22

19
24

17

17

19
18

20

20

27

15
10

14

19

15

13

have j ust

1 62
2 60
2 53
5 53
2 48
2 46
1 46
1 45
2 45
3 45
8 44
3 43
3 41
2 40
2 35



wage. 5 28 21 26 18
51./68. G ve the President the line

item veto. 6 24 20 25 17
76. Linmt governnent spending on

Medi care, Social security, and food

st anps. 3 24 16 28 25
65./82. Cut taxes for capita

gai ns. 1 25 20 32 17
57./74. Create a new world

trade agreenent. 1 20 20 33 21
84. Abolish federal prograns and

agenci es. 1 17 16 27 32
56./73 Increase defense spending. 1 15 15 33 34

| ndependent Sanpl e
(Priorities Ranked by Conbi ned Single/ Top Few)

Si ngl e Top Near Md Toward (Don't Single/
Hi ghest Few Top List Bottom know) Top Few

62.//79. Protect Medicare and

soci al security. 12 52 19 12 4
66./83. Cut government spending. 9 51 21 13 3
67. Cut the size of the federa
bur eaucracy.

55. Control health care costs.
61. Limt canpaign spending.
72. Ensure that everyone has health

i nsurance. 14 35 16 19 14
60./77. Pass a constitutiona

amendnment to bal ance the budget. 11 38 18 18 13
58. Cut taxes for the mddle

48 18 16 5
43 19 15 13
48 18 16 12

woo,

cl ass. 9 37 18 23 11
59. Limt government spending on
entitl ements. 4 43 17 17 8

Si ngl e Top Near Md Toward (Don't Single/
Hi ghest Few Top List Bottom know) Top Few

54./71. Expand job training for every
worker to raise skills and

productivity. 6 39 22 19 12
63./80. Inpose a two year limt on

wel f are. 4 40 22 19 11
64./81. Limt the nunmber of terns for

Menbers of Congress. 4 40 16 22 15
52./69. Cut taxes. 11 33 19 25 11
78. Limt |obbyists. 4 38 23 21 11
51./68. Gve the President the |line

i tem veto. 5 22 18 26 20
75. Cut taxes for famlies with

chi l dren. 5 28 21 29 15
53./70. Increase the m ni mum

wage. 4 29 21 28 17

76. Linmt governnent spending on
Medi care, Social security, and food

st anps 3 25 16 25 28
65./82. Cut taxes for capita

gai ns. 0 25 18 32 19
57.174. Create a new world trade

agreenment . 1 21 18 33 21
84. Abolish federal prograns and

agenci es. 1 20 12 31 30
56./73 Increase defense spending. 1 15 13 28 41
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Denocratic Sanpl e
(Priorities Ranked by Conbi ned Single/ Top Few)

Si ngl e Top Near Md Toward (Don't Single/
Hi ghest Few Top List Bottom know) Top Few

62.//79. Protect Medicare and soci al

Security. 15 55 19 6 3 2
55. Control health care cost. 18 49 15 13 3 2
72. Ensure that everyone has health

i nsurance. 18 45 20 12 5 0
66./83. Cut government spending. 7 48 22 15 6 2
61. Limt canpai gn spendi ng. 7 44 17 19 11 2
54./71. Expand job training for

every worker to raise skills and

productivity. 7 42 30 12 7 2
58. Cut taxes for the mddle

cl ass. 7 40 22 22 9 1
78. Limt |obbyists. 4 41 16 13 22 3
67. Cut the size of the federa

bur eaucr acy. 4 41 27 15 8 6
53./70. Increase the mninum
wage. 7 36 24 21 10 2
52./69. Cut taxes. 9 33 18 27 12 1
60./77. Pass a constitutiona

amendnment to bal ance the budget. 7 34 19 20 18 2
63./80. Inpose a two year limt on
wel f are. 4 38 28 17 11 3
64./81. Limt the nunber of ternms for

Menbers of Congress. 4 37 16 19 22 2
59. Limt government spending on

entitlenments. 6 33 23 19 11 7
75. Cut taxes for fanmlies with

chi | dren. 4 32 23 25 13 3
51./68. G ve the President the |line

item veto. 5 23 19 27 18 7
57./74. Create a new world trade

agreenent . 2 22 21 30 19 6
76. Linmt governnent spending on

Medi care, Social security, and food
st anps. 1 20 18 26 30 5
65./82. Cut taxes for capita

gai ns. 0 21 19 35 18 6
56./73 Increase defense spending. 1 13 10 33 41 1
84. Abolish federal prograns and

agenci es. 1 11 11 26 44 6
Republ i can Sanpl e

(Priorities Ranked by Conbi ned Single/ Top Few)

Si ngl e Top Near M dToward(Don't
Si ngl e/

Hi ghest Few Top ListBottonknow)
Top Few

66./83. Cut government spending. 13 53 23 10 1 1
67. Cut the size of the federa

bur eaucr acy. 12 48 16 15 6 3
62.//79. Protect Medicare and
soci al security. 12 39 26 17 6 0
63./80. Inpose a two year limt

on wel fare. 9 42 26 15 6 2
52./69. Cut taxes 10 40 22 20 6 1
59. Limt government spending on

entitlenments. 8 40 19 19 9 5
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60./77. Pass a constitutiona
amendnment to bal ance the budget.
58. Cut taxes for the nmddle

cl ass.

61. Limt canpaign spending.

78. Limt |obbyists

55. Control health care costs.
64./81. Limt the nunmber of terns
for Menbers of Congress.

75. Cut taxes for famlies with
chi l dren.

51./68. Gve the President the
line itemveto

76. Linmt governnent spending on

Medi care, Social security, and

food stanps.
65./82. Cut taxes for capita
gai ns.

72. Ensure that everyone has
heal t h i nsurance

54./71. Expand job training for
every worker to raise skills and
productivity.

53./70. Increase the mninum
wage.

56./73 Increase defense spendi ng.
84. Abolish federal prograns and
agenci es

57.1/74. Create a new world trade
agr eement

Novenmber 1994 = 121 Perot voters

April 1993 = 1,200 Perot voters

Time Series Perot Voters

This series of poll questions conpares the answers of Perot
1993 survey,

voters taken fromthe DLC s Apri
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Real i gnnent to the answers of Perot voters in our

post-el ection poll.

3. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a

Republ i can, a Denobcrat, or what?

4/ 93 11/ 94
Strong Denocr at 8 3
Weak Denocr at 16 22
I nd. - Lean Denocr at 15 11
| ndependent 11 14
I nd. - Lean Republican 18 19
Weak Republi can 20 15
Strong Republi can 8 12
(O her) 2 0
(Don't know) 2 4

COMBI NED

Denocr at 39 36
| ndependent 11 14
Republ i can 46 45
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The Road to
Novenmber

NEFE N

1994
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4. General |y speaking, do you think that things in this country
t hi ngs have

are going in the right direction,
gotten pretty seriously off on the wong track?

4/ 93

or do you feel

11/ 94
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Ri ght direction 18 17

W ong track 67 77
(Don't know) 14 6
Now, | d like to rate your feelings toward sone people and

organi zations, with 100 nmeani ng a VERY WARM FAVORABLE feel i ng;
zero nmeaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and 50 neaning not
particularly warmor cold. You can use any nunmber from zero to
100, the higher the number the nore favorable your feelings are
toward that person or organization.

Mean % Warm % Coo
6. Bill Cinton

April 1993 49 37 34
Novenber 1994 38 29 52
7. Ross Perot

April 1993 76 84 4
Novenber 1994 54 45 30
8. CGeorge Bush

April 1993 45 32 42
Novenber 1994 50 42 32

Mean % Warm % Coo
9. Ronal d Reagan

April 1993 42 31 49
Novenber 1994 52 46 34
10. Jimmy Carter

April 1993 42 28 48
Novenber 1994 51 43 36
11. Harry Truman

April 1993 64 49 11
Novenber 1994 71 59 9
12. Bi g Business

April 1993 48 34 36
Novenber 1994 46 30 42
13. Labor Uni ons

April 1993 43 28 46
Novenber 1994 44 29 48
14. Jesse Jackson

April 1993 39 27 50
Novenber 1994 40 29 46
15. The Republican Party

April 1993 47 31 37
Novenber 1994 52 34 26
16. The United States

April 1993 84 87 5

Novenber 1994 84 88 4

18. The Denocratic Party

April 1993 49 34 35
Novenber 1994 46 22 41
20. Smal |l Busi ness

April 1993 77 84 5

Novenber 1994 76 84 7
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21. Conservatives

April 1993 55 41 25
Noverber 1994 58 46 18
22. Liberals

April 1993 43 23 42
Noverber 1994 42 20 47
23. The governnent

April 1993 40 23 54
Noverber 1994 45 30 44
24. Congress

April 1993 35 16 61
Novenmber 1994 40 20 59
28. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bill Cinton is

handl i ng his job as President?
[ FOLLOW UP] Do you strongly or somewhat (approve/di sapprove)

of the way Bill Cinton is handl i ng his job?
4/93 11/94

Strongly approve 12 11
Sonmewhat approve 35 32
Sonewhat di sapprove 19 19
Strongly di sapprove 21 37
(Don't know) 13 2
COMBI NED

Approve 47 42
Di sapprove 40 56

Now | will read you a series of statements. For each one,
pl ease tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
sonewhat di sagree, or strongly disagree.

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly (Don t

agree agree di sagree disagree know)
94. Too many of the poor are trying to get sonmething for
not hi ng.

April 1993 34 35 21 9 2
Novenber 1994 37 31 18 12 2
95. Public officials usually care what people |ike ne think
April 1993 7 25 31 36 2
Noverber 1994 4 24 32 39 1

96. Business corporations generally strike a fair bal ance
bet ween nmaking profits and serving the public.

April 1993 9 35 27 26 3

Novenber 1994 5 31 31 31 2
97. It's the middle class, not the poor, who really get a raw

deal today.

April 1993 49 27 15 8 2

Noverber 1994 59 19 12 7 2
98. Governnent always nanages to mess things up

April 1993 30 42 23 4 2

Noverber 1994 39 42 12 6 1
99. You really can't trust the governnent to do the right

t hi ng.

April 1993 24 42 26 5 3
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Novenber 1994 31 38 21 8 2

100. Abortion should be | egal and generally avail able and
subject to only limted regulation

April 1993 42 26 10 17 4
Novenber 1994 37 23 12 20 8
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly (Don t
agree agree di sagree disagree know)
101. | often don't have enough nobney to nmake ends neet.
April 1993 26 32 26 14 1
Novenber 1994 29 33 22 16 0

102. W have gone too far in pushing equal rights for different
groups in this country.
April 1993 35 29 22 12 3
Novenber 1994 31 25 20 22 2
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